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Security is top priority as 
parliament faces busy year 


CALLS FOR LIMIT ON NUMBER OF TOURISTS AT PALACE 


FEARS of security risks at the Houses of 
Parliament are growing as the Palace of 
Westminster prepares for one of its busiest 
tourist years at a time when police may be 
replaced with private guards. 

At least 700,000 people visit the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment each year and many more are expected on his- 


• By LWN reporter GEOFF BAKER 
geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

tory tours in 2015 as Westminster marks a series of 
important anniversaries with exhibitions, ceremonial 
events and commemorative activities. 

In January, Westminster will celebrate the 750th an¬ 
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■ ARMY Cadets and staff from 234 Westminstere City School Detachment ACF (Rifles) honoured 
the achievements of the first Jewish soldier to be awarded the Victoria Cross - Lieutenant Frank 
Alexander de Pass - at a memorial service at Victoria Embankment Gardens. Among those pres¬ 
ent was the Lord Mayor of Westminster, Cllr Audrey Lewis. 

Full story on page 3. 



on the 
tourists 


number of 


niversary of Simon de 
Montfort’s first parlia¬ 
ment of 1265. In the 
same month there will be 
an exhibition at 
Portcullis House to mark 
the 50 years on January 
24th since the death of 
Westminster’s greatest 
statesman, Winston 
Churchill. 

In June, Parliament will 
commemorate two big 
anniversaries with more ® BARRY SHEE R 
crowd-pulling events - MAN^-calling for a limit 

800 years since the seal¬ 
ing of Magna Carta on 
June 15 th and, on June 
18 th , the 200 th anniversary of the Battle Of Waterloo. 

Big events at Westminster will continue in October 
with another exhibition to mark the 600 years since 
the Battle of Agincourt on October 25th, followed by 
activities to celebrate the 50 th anniversary of the first 
Race Relations Act in December. 

The 2015 anniversaries programme will also see cel¬ 
ebrations in Parliament to mark the 600th anniversary 
of the role of the Serjeant at Arms - who is responsi¬ 
ble for security and keeping order at the House Of 
Commons. 

Following reports that intelligence chiefs revealed 
that Islamic jihadists joined groups touring Parliament 
in order to reconnoitre the building and look for weak¬ 
nesses in security, Labour MP Barry Sheerman has 
called on The Speaker John Bercow to limit the num¬ 
ber of tourists visiting the House Of Commons. 

‘Opening up Parliament to tours is fine in principle, 
but it does carry big risks,’ said Mr Sheerman. 

The issue of the risk of Westminster tours will be 
heightened next year when security screening of vis¬ 
itors is farmed out to private contractors in a move to 
cut costs in the £24 million Parliamentary security 
budget. 

The Metropolitan Police is currently in charge of 
checking and vetting all visitors to Parliament but its 


OF WESTMINSTER 


contract runs out in April and tenders will shortly be 
invited from private security firms for the role of air¬ 
port-style searches of tourists. 

Although the Met will still provide armed officers 
to guard the House of Commons and House of Lords, 
unless the Met tenders for the contract itself the role 
of searching visitors will go to private security com¬ 
panies like G4S, Axis or Securitas. 

Guided tours of the Houses of Parliament are open 
to all UK and overseas visitors and include visits to 
Westminster Hall, the Central Lobby, the Members 
Lobby, the Royal Gallery, the Lords Chamber and the 
Queen’s Robing Room. The 90-minute tours cost £25. 

Visitors to Parliament are told that it can take 15 to 
45 minutes to pass through security checks and 
searches and are informed that they will be arrested if 
found to be in possession of ‘flick knives, butterfly 
knives and personal defence sprays’. 

Bar licences revoked 
after serious fracas 

THE licences for two Westminster bars - 
Madame Jo Jo’s and Escape - have been re¬ 
voked following a serious fracas. 

Cllr Tim Mitchell, Chairman of Westminster 
City Council Licensing Committee, issued a 
statement saying: “On October 24 an organ¬ 
ised assault with injury took place, involving 
staff from Madame JoJo’s and Escape Bar, 
raising serious questions about their manage¬ 
ment. 

“Our licensing sub-committee has to consider 
the safety of the public and after considering 
evidence from a number of interested parties, 
including the police, it was concluded that the 
licences for both bars should be revoked. 

“The fact that these events are the subject of 
an on-going criminal investigation signifies 
how serious the assault was and also means the 
City Council is unable to comment further.” 
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Christmas with the Mayor of London 


T HE Mayor of London is supporting a series 
of free events to help Londoners and visitors 
to the capital celebrate Christmas and bring 
in the New Year. 

Boris Johnson says: “London is one of the best 
places in the world to celebrate Christmas and the 
New Year, with hundreds of events and activities 
taking place across the city. From ice skating at 
iconic locations to carol singing concerts and serv¬ 
ices, seasonal pantomime to outstanding theatre, 
and Christmas markets to fine shopping, London 
has something for everyone.” 

• CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY 

Thursday 4 December 2014 18:00hrs 
Trafalgar Square 

The annual Christmas Tree lighting ceremony will 
take place in Trafalgar Square, accompanied by the 
Salvation Army and St Martin-in-the-Fields Choir. 
The tree is a gift from the Norwegian capital of 
Oslo to the citizens of London, given as a gift for 
over 60 years as a token of gratitude for Britain's 
support during World War II. The tree is set to be 
in place until Sunday 4 January 2015. After being 
taken down the tree will be chipped and com¬ 
posted, for recycling as mulch, 
www.london.gov.uk/events 
• BLESSING OF THE CRIB 
Sunday 7 December 17:30 - 18:30 
Trafalgar Square 

Join a torch-lit procession on the steps of St Mar- 
tin-in-the-Fields, as the choir and clergy bless the 


Crib in a special ceremony in Trafalgar Square. The 
Crib is designed by Tomoaki Suzuki, with figures 
inspired by London's diverse population. It will be 
on display in the square throughout December. For 
more information, please visit www.stmartin-in- 
the-fields.org 

• TRAFALGAR SQUARE CAROLS 
Monday 8 - Tuesday 23 December 
Trafalgar Square 

The popular annual carol singing programme or¬ 
ganised by the Mayor of London takes place on the 
Square, with charities and other organisations able 
to raise funds for good causes. More than 50 carol 
groups will be taking part, so come and enjoy some 
traditional songs and more modern festive 
favourites beneath the Christmas tree. Perform¬ 
ances take place from 4pm-8pm weekdays, and 
2pm-6pm weekends. More information can be 
found at www.london.gov.uk/events 

• MAYOR'S CAROL SERVICE 
Monday 15 December 19:00 

Southwark Cathedral, Montague Close, London 
SE19DA 

This year's Mayor's Carol Service begins at 7pm 
and will feature a variety of musical performances, 
alongside traditional congregational Christmas car¬ 
ols and readings. The event is free and members of 
the public are welcome to attend. Please note that 
a ticket will be needed for entry, which will be 
available from www.london.gov.uk. It is advised 
to arrive early as seats fill up quickly. Doors open 
at 6.15pm. 


• CHANUKAH: LIGHTING OF THE 
MENORAH 

Tuesday 16 December 17:30 - 19:30 
Trafalgar Square 

See the giant menorah lit up with candles for the 
Chanukah London event, in celebration of the Jew¬ 
ish festival of lights. The menorah will be on dis¬ 
play at Trafalgar Square until 27 December. The 
menorah holds nine candles - one of which is lit 
each night - plus one in the middle to light the oth¬ 
ers. More information can be found at www.lon¬ 
don.gov.uk 

• LONDON NEW YEAR'S EVE 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
Wednesday 31 December 

London's hugely popular New Year's Eve fireworks 
display attracts enormous crowds, the majority of 
whom are unable to get a good view. It is being 
ticketed for the first time to help manage crowd 
numbers and ensure it can continue for the longer 
term as a safe and enjoyable event. Tickets carry 
an administration fee of £10 each and need to be 
booked via www.london.gov.uk/nye. People with¬ 
out a ticket will not be able to get into the viewing 
areas, but can still watch it live on BBC One. 
Across the capital there are also hundreds of other 
celebratory events and activities taking place in 
bars, pubs, restaurants and clubs. Wherever rev¬ 
ellers bring in the New Year, they should plan 
ahead, as many venues will be ticketed with ad¬ 
vance booking required, especially in central Lon¬ 
don. Public transport will be the best way to get 



around the capital on the night. For tips about what 
to do on New Year's Eve: 
w ww. visitlondon .com/ newy earse ve. 

• NEW YEAR'S DAY PARADE 
Thursday 1 January 2015 12:00 -15:15 
Central London 

More than 8,500 performers representing 20 coun¬ 
tries worldwide will take part in the annual parade, 
including marching bands, cheerleaders, clowns, 
acrobats and much more. The parade will kick off 
at Piccadilly and finish in Parliament Square taking 
in Lower Regent Street, Pall Mall, Trafalgar Square 
and Whitehall. For more details please go to: 
lnydp.com 
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contacting YOUR COUNCIL 


City of Westminster 


Adult Services 

Housing 

020 7641 2500 

020 7641 1000 

Libraries 

Births, deaths 

020 7641 6200 

and marriages 

020 7641 7500 

Benefits 

0800 072 0042 

Elections 

020 7641 7500 

Parking 

020 7823 4567 

Household recycling, 
waste and rubbish 

Children’s Services 

020 7641 2000 

020 7641 4000 

Business line 

General Enquiries 

Planning 

020 7641 7000 

020 7641 6500 

020 7641 6000 

Council Tax 

Westminster City Hall 

0845 302 3400 

64 Victoria Street 
London 

Licensing 

020 7641 6500 

SW1E 6QP 


Business News 

The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea business 
enewsletter is sent out monthly and keeps you up-to-date with: 

♦ Special offers and discounts for businesses 

♦ Advice for SMEs and start-ups 

♦ Events and training opportunities 

♦ Ways to help support the community and develop your 
CSR policy 

♦ Commercial services available to businesses. 

In the November 2014 edition: Prepare for NYE fireworks / Meet 
the buyers and pitch for new business / Regent Street road clo¬ 
sures 


Kensington & Chelsea 

Accessible Transport 

Parking - 

020 7361 2390 

general enquiries 

accessible .transport@rbkc .gov.uk 

020 7361 3004 

Arts & Leisure 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

020 7361 3003 

Parking - 

artsandleisure@rbkc .gov.uk 

penalty charges 

Benefits 

020 7361 4383 

020 7361 3006 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

benefits @rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new 

Council Tax 

applications) 

020 7361 3005 

020 7361 4381 

counciltax@rbkc .gov.uk 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

Parking - permit 

020 7361 3444 

(renewals) 

elect @rbkc .gov.uk 

020 7361 3019 

Education 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

020 7361 3009 

Patient Advice 

education @rbkc .gov.uk 

& Liaison Service 

Environmental Health 

020 8962 4547 

020 7361 3002 

Planning 

environmentalhealth@rbkc .gov.uk 

020 7361 3012 

Family Information 

planning @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Services 

Registrars 

0207 361 3302 

020 7361 4100 

fis@rbkc.gov.uk 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Housing 

Streetline 

020 7361 3008 

020 7361 3001 

housing @ rbkc .gov.uk 

streetline @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Social Services 

Land Charges 

020 7361 3013 

020 7361 3554 

Libraries 

020 7361 3010 

socialservices @rbkc .gov.uk 

Tell Us Once 

information® rbkc .gov.uk 

0207 361 3940 
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■ ON PARADE: Cadets from Westminster School line up before the unveiling ceremony 


Cadets honour first 
Jewish VC soldier 


A RMY cadets and staff from 234 
Westminster City School Detach¬ 
ment ACF (Rifles) attended 
a memorial service to celebrate the 
achievements of the first Jewish soldier 
to be awarded the Victoria Cross, Lieu¬ 
tenant Frank Alexander de Pass, at Vic- 



■ NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN: The commeorative 
paving stone in Victoria Embankment Gardens 


toria Embankment Gardens, Westminster. 

Lieutenant de Pass, of the 34th Prince Albert Vic¬ 
tor’s Own Poona Horse, 9th (Secunderabad) Cavalry 
Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Division, Indian Army, was ho¬ 
noured with a VC commemorative paving stone be¬ 
side the Ministry of Defence main building. 

Frank Alexander de Pass was born on April 26 
1887, at 2 Lancaster Gate Terrace, Kensington. He 
was the son of Sir Eliot Arthur de Pass, a West India 
merchant and President of the West India Committee. 

A scholar of Rugby School, Frank attended the 
Royal Military Academy in Woolwich, and was com¬ 
missioned into the Royal Artillery in 1906. On Au¬ 
gust 1 1909 he joined the 34th Prince Albert Victor’s 
Own Poona Horse having passed the necessary lan¬ 
guage qualification in just six months. Frank Alexan¬ 
der de Pass was awarded the Victoria Cross for 
conspicuous bravery near Festubert on the November 
24 in 1914. 

The commemorative paving stone was laid in Vic¬ 
toria Embankment Gardens between the Ministry of 
Defence and The Embankment. The citation was 
read out by Lieutenant Colonel Jonny Kitson, The Ri¬ 
fles, a great nephew of de Pass, before the paving 
stone was unveiled. 



■ HONOURING A HERO: : The Mayor of the City of Westminster, Cllr Audrey Lewis, assists with 
the unveiling of the memorial paving stone. Photos by Michael Nolan 


Words of remembrance and prayers were said and 
a bugler from the Band of the Scots Guards 
sounded the last post. The service was conducted 
by Military Chaplain Rabbi Reuben Livingstone, 
and Rabbi Joseph Dweck, of the Bevis Marks Syn¬ 
agogue. 

Attending the ceremony with Eric Pickles, Secre¬ 
tary of State from the Department of Communities 
and Local Government, was the Lord Mayor of 
Westminster, Cllr Audrey Lewis, and the Deputy 
Commander of the Army in London, Brigadier 
Richard Smith. 

Also at the parade and service were soldiers from 
local military units representing the past, present 


and the future of military service: association mem¬ 
bers from The Rifles and Royal British Legion, and 
Regular soldiers from London Central Garrison. 
VC recipient Sgt Johnson Beharry VC from the 
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment, was a living 
reminder that servicemen today share the same self¬ 
less courage and sense of duty as those being re¬ 
membered from 100 years ago. 

Frank de Pass’s dress tunic is now on display at 
the Jewish Military Museum, in Hendon; his name 
is on the Bevis Marks Synagogue War Memorial, 
City of London, where his family were members; 
and it is also inscribed on the Memorial Gates, at 
Hyde Park Corner. 


Make Oxford Street ‘a place 
to be enjoyed, not endured’ 


THE long term future of Oxford 
Street as an international shopping 
centre will only be secured if it 
moves towards permanent pedes- 
trianisation, says a new report by 
Stephen Knight, the Liberal De¬ 
mocrat London Assembly envi¬ 
ronment spokesperson. 

The report argues that Oxford 
Street will fall further behind other 
shopping centres, both in the UK 
and around the world, unless seri¬ 
ous problems with congestion, pol¬ 
lution and safety are finally 
resolved. 

The report sets out a realistic and 
incremental process for moving to¬ 
wards pedestrianisation by 2020 
which will ensure that Oxford Street 


not only becomes a far more attrac¬ 
tive shopping centre, but is also able 
to cope with the immense chal¬ 
lenges that will be created by Cross¬ 
rail. 

Setting out the reasons for moving 
towards full pedestrianisation of 
Oxford Street, starting with the im¬ 
mediate re-introduction of VIP Day 
(Very Important Pedestrian Day) - 
which has been cancelled once 
again this year, Stephen Knight 
said: “Oxford Street needs to be a 
place that is enjoyed, yet in practice 
it is largely endured by most people. 

“We need to wake up to the facts. 
A shopping centre with the highest 
known concentration of nitrogen 
dioxide in the world and where 


pedestrians are knocked down every 
five days is doomed to decline in 
popularity and economic prosperity 
in the years ahead. 

“Oxford Street’s crowded pave¬ 
ments are already acting as a deter¬ 
rent to many older people and 
families with children. Unless real 
changes occur many more people 
will start using other shopping cen¬ 
tres. 

“If Oxford Street is to retain its 
position as a world class retail cen¬ 
tre it must finally resolve the con¬ 
flict between its role as both a retail 
centre and transport link. 

“In the years ahead the people will 
only ut Oxford Street first when 
they are put first.” 



■ LONDON ASSEMBLY MEMBER 
Stehen Knight - "wake up to the 
facts about Oxford Street" 


Bounce your way to work! 

TRANSPORT for London are paying for 
the world's longest urban trampoline to be 
installed in Westminster. 

The Bounceway is planned for the capital 
next year as a 'novel form of transport'. 

In partnership with Architecture for Hu¬ 
manity, it is part of TfL's Future Streets 

Incubator project and will be part-funded 
by TfL and part by crowd-funding. 

A TfL spokesman said: "The Bounceway 
will be the world's longest urban trampo¬ 
line. 

"This iconic and inclusive new public 
space in the heart of London will boost fit¬ 
ness and fun, and provide a novel form of 
transport where the journey is the main 
event. 

"The trial will be part-funded by a 
crowdfunding campaign set to launch in 
late 2014." 

Other projects in the Future Streets Incu¬ 
bator - a £1.8m project to transform Lon¬ 
don's streets - include colourful pedestrian 
crossings and continental-style simultane¬ 
ous green lights for cyclists. 
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Prestigious national prize for Westminster teacher 


AN English teacher at Westmin¬ 
ster Academy has been recog¬ 
nised for raising standards in his 
school at a special awards cere¬ 
mony at Haberdashers Hall this 
week. 

Russell Harris was among a pio¬ 
neering group of teachers, work¬ 
ing in schools in challenging 
contexts across London and the 
South East, who graduated from 
TL Fellows, the prestigious lead¬ 
ership development programme 
run by education charity, Teach¬ 
ing Leaders and funded by the 
Department for Education on 
Thursday. 

Teaching Leaders is a national 
charity that addresses educational disadvantage by 
developing middle leaders in schools in challeng¬ 
ing contexts. 

Since starting out in London in 2008, Teaching 
Leaders has worked with over 250 schools in Lon¬ 
don and the South East as well as a further 480 na¬ 
tionwide. The organisation works exclusively with 
schools in challenging contexts, and on average, 
over 50 per cent of pupils in the schools have been 
eligible for free school meals over the last six 
years. 

The graduation celebrated the hard work that the 
participants have undertaken in their schools to 
improve the life chances of children over the two- 
year duration of the TL Fellows programme, and 
the impact they have had on the attainment of their 
pupils. The ceremony was attended by the partic¬ 
ipants and their headteachers, as well as local and 
national influences and supporters of Teaching 
Leaders. 

David Laws MP, Minister of State for Schools 


addressed the graduating cohort 
during the ceremony at Haber¬ 
dashers’ Hall. He said: “The 
Teaching Leaders Fellows pro¬ 
gramme is a fantastic example of 
how middle leaders are spreading 
teaching excellence, driving up 
standards and closing the attain¬ 
ment gap for disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren. 

“I’d like to thank all the gradu¬ 
ates for their hard work and dedi¬ 
cation. With their help I hope we 
can transform the lives of many 
more pupils in schools in the most 
challenging circumstances.” 

Prizes, sponsored by Pearson, 
were awarded to those middle 
leaders showing outstanding commitment and 
making the greatest impact on pupil achievement. 

Mr Harris, who is Assistant Senior Leader- KS4 
English at Westminster Academy, won one of the 
three Pearson Prizes for Pupil Impact. 

Mr Harris’ strong focus on English and literacy 
meant that he was able to improve English GCSE 
results by 20 per cent so that 77per cent of students 
achieved A*-C in English in 2014 compared to 55 
per cent in 2013. Russell’s strategies included in¬ 
troducing early morning Friday workshops for 
teachers and extra after-school lessons for pupils. 

He said of the programme: “The Teaching Lead¬ 
ers Fellows programme has been a turning point 
for me in my career. It has given me the direction, 
structure and challenge I needed to take on the re¬ 
sponsibility of leading a dedicated team of English 
teachers who achieve outstanding results with 
their students. I was always inspired by the coach¬ 
ing I received as well as the great network of other 
middle leaders that I met on the programme.” 


Schools Minister, David Laws said: “Congratu¬ 
lations to Russell on winning the Pearson prize for 
impact on pupil outcomes. I’m impressed by his 
relentless focus on improving his leadership in 
order to raise the achievement of his pupils. Mid¬ 
dle leaders are the engine room of every school 
and the Teaching Leaders Fellows programme 
helps develop those high-potential middle leaders 
like Russell and help them make a measurable dif¬ 
ference for pupils in their schools such as West¬ 
minster Academy.” 

Jill Duffy, Vice President for UK Schools at 
Pearson, said: "I’m really proud that Pearson sup¬ 
ports the Teaching Leaders Graduation Cere¬ 
monies, and so pleased to be joining the 
celebrations. We've seen a lot of changes in edu¬ 
cation these last few years, but it will always be 


the teacher who has the ultimate power to engage 
and motivate. 

"The stories we’ll hear this evening are testa¬ 
ment to the important work that they do. I would 
particularly like to congratulate the winner of The 
Pearson Prize for Pupil Impact, Russell Harris, 
whose achievements are truly inspirational." 

CEO of Teaching Leaders, James Toop, said: “I 
am very proud of what the 2012 cohort has 
achieved. We have seen them challenge and de¬ 
velop their own leadership over the two years, and 
they will continue to develop themselves and oth¬ 
ers in the future through their learning on the Fel¬ 
lows programme. This is an exciting time to be 
part of the movement as there has been a real drive 
recently in the education sector for excellence in 
middle leadership.” 


December at Greenwich Dance 



■ RECOGNITION: Left to right, James Coop,CEO of Teaching Leaders; David Laws MP; 
Russell Harris receving his award and Jill Duffy, vice president for schools at Pearson 



■ RUSSELL HARRIS: 
National award winner 


Start the festive season in style at the beautiful 1930s Borough Hall. 

All welcome, great atmosphere, bar open throughout 
& party after the show! 


Fri 5 Dec 7:30PM 

Just Us Dance Theatre 

A theatrical experience combining hip-hop, 
contemporary dance, spoken word & DJing 



Sat 6 Dec 8:00PM 

The Ball 

A night of ballroom and 
swing with live music 
from Kai’s Cats 

20% off group bookings of 10 or more 
Sat 13 Dec 3:30PM & 7:30PM 

Silver Lining 

A fast-paced, feel-good explosive new 
circus show to delight all ages 

For more info and tickets: 
www.greenwichdance.org.uk / 020 8293 9741 

Greenwich Dance, The Borough Hall, Royal Hill SEI0 8RE 



gDA 

GREENWICH DANCE 


ROYAL 

GREENWICH 


ARTS COUNQL 
ENGLAND 


Get your staff to boot camp! 


AS 131 million days were lost to sickness in the 
UK last year, illness is costing businesses a packet. 
But now Westminster bosses can save money by 
getting staff fitter through bringing boot camps to 
the office. 

Sandy Donnelly’s Dynamic Boot Camp has 
launched a new central London superfit service to 
shape up workers in the lunch break. 

“Investing in the health, well-being and happi¬ 
ness of the workforce is fast becoming a neces¬ 
sity,’’said Sandy. 

“DBC are here to help with our corporate offer¬ 
ing of 45-minute Pilates and 30-minute high inten¬ 
sity interval training classes in the workplace. 

“We provide weekly classes before or after work 
or even a session at lunchtime. All we need is a 
conference or meeting room for a minimum of 
eight people, or a park close to the office, and we 
will tailor-make a programme to fit your team. 

“Besides group fitness training we can also pro¬ 
vide fully-personalised fitness programmes for 
each employee and customised nutrition pro¬ 
grammes.” 

DBC launched its programmes to companies at 
Laborganic Juice Bar in Neal Street last week, with 
a networking event on the subject of caffeine ver¬ 
sus juicing, teaching executives how to reduce 
their caffeine intake but maintain their energy lev¬ 
els through raw juices. 

The Office of National Statistics revealed that 
131 million days were lost to sickness absence in 
2013 with the average worker going sick for the 
best part of a week [4.4 days]. The main reason for 
sickness was back and neck pain, which accounted 
for 31 million days off, followed by coughs and 
colds [27 million days] and stress [15 million]. 

But workers are getting fitter - ten years ago the 
number of days lost to sickness was 178 million. 


London workers are the fittest in Britain, on av¬ 
erage losing just 1.5 per cent of their work time to 
sickness, as opposed to 2.4 per cent of time off ill 
by workers in Wales, the East Midlands and the 
North East. The ONS said London workers greater 
fitness was due to them being younger on average 
than workers in the rest of Britain. 

The ONS statistics show that women are 42 per 
cent more likely to have a sick spell than men. 

DBC also offer corporate super-fit programmes 
in Spain for companies who want to reward staff 
with short breaks. For details on bringing a boot 
camp to the office, see www.dbchealthretreat.com 



■ OFFICE FITNESS PROGRAMMES:Lainey 
and Sandy of DBC 
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Fight is on to save historic local pub 


LADBROKE Grove conservation and com¬ 
munity groups are calling on the entire area 
to rise up and fight developers’ plans to turn 
the historic and hugely-popular KPH pub 
into luxury flats. 

Former Home Secretary Alan Johnson MP and 
singer songwriter Cerys Matthews CBE are among 
the hundreds of residents who have already joined 
CAMRA and the Portobello Cafe Society in opposing 
the threat to close one of West London’s oldest pubs 
and landmarks. 

An action group, KPH United, has been formed to 
back landlord Vince Power and to pressure Kensing¬ 
ton & Chelsea Council to step in and invoke special 
powers to block a change of use for the 155-year-old 
pub. 

Campaigners are aiming to see 
off the developers by applying 
for official status as an Asset Of 
Community Value, reinforcing 
the pub’s popularity with all sec¬ 
tions of the community, and to 
protest in defence of its long¬ 
standing as a prominent feature 
of a conservation area. 

‘The KPH plays an important 
part in our community and the 
surge of support to keep it has 
been incredible,’ said campaign 
organiser Deborah Hicks. 

‘Besides the many local events 
organised by The KPH, it is also 
the hub for much community ac¬ 
tivity. Local businesses regularly 
hold meetings downstairs, a local 
mother and baby group also 
meets there, as does the local 
book club and many others. 

‘It is popular for parties with 
many local families who enjoy the roast and free 
bands playing on Sunday afternoons, it is very much 
an asset to the community and we don’t want this 
grand old and much-valued landmark of Ladbroke 


• By LWN reporter GEOFF BAKER 
geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 




■ THIS is how the KPH looked in 1860 with mead¬ 
ows in the background 


■ HIGH PROFILE 
SUPPORTERS: 
Singer Cerys 
Matthews and 
MP Alan John¬ 
son 



Grove, which has so much history, to be turned into 
yet more luxury flats.’ 

The Kensington Park Hotel was built in 1860, when 
there were still hay fields beyond the railway bridge. 
In the Forties and Fifties it was the local of Timothy 
Evans, who was wrongfully executed - and later par¬ 
doned - for the murder of his wife and child, crimes 
later attributed to another pub regular, the serial killer 
John Christie. 

The KPH features in the movie 10 Rillington Place 
that Richard Attenborough and John Hurt made about 
the infamous miscarriage of justice. 

Last year the long-standing owners Punch Taverns 
sold the pub freehold to SWA Developments Ltd. The 
new freeholder has started court proceedings to forfeit 
Mr Power’s lease. The new freeholder has said that if 
it fails in its attempt to obtain an early termination of 
the KPH lease, it will refuse to grant a new lease when 
it comes up for renewal in January 2016. 

Campaigners say ‘the new freeholder refuses to con¬ 
sider keeping the KPH open as a pub and intends to 
close the pub at the earliest opportunity and imple¬ 
ment its development plans.’ The development plans 
are said to include luxury flats and a ground floor es¬ 
tate agents. 


Leisure centre among the best in the capital 


AN AMBITIOUS project to build 
a state-of-the-art leisure centre in 
Kensington will be completed and 
opened to the public by March 
next year, council bosses have 
confirmed. 

The new £30 million Kensington 
Leisure Centre - a long-term vi¬ 
sion for the borough council - has 
already been heralded one of Lon¬ 
don’s finest public sports facilities. 

Finishing touches are currently 
being added to the centre, which 
will house a 25-metre swimming 
pool with seating space for up to 
250 spectators. 

The centre has been built on the 
same site as the new Kensington 
Aldridge Academy, where 184 
students began the school’s first 
term earlier in the autumn. 

Despite delays to an initial target 
to open the leisure centre in Janu- 


By Jack Dixon 


ary, council leaders say residents 
will not have to wait long before 
they can see inside the “impres¬ 
sive” new facility. 

A council spokesperson told 
LWN: “Unfortunately, the leisure 
centre will not be open to the pub¬ 
lic in January as we had previ¬ 
ously hoped. We believe the centre 
will be fully operational by early 
March at the very latest. 

“As soon as we are in a position 
to confirm the exact opening date 
we promise to let local people 
know.” 

A total of £29.4 million is being 
spent on the major new facility, 
alongside refurbishment of the 
gym at Chelsea Sports Centre, in 
an effort to boost participation in 
the borough. 

The eight-lane swimming pool 


will cater for classes of all levels 
of ability, with room for hundreds 
of spectators in the viewing 
gallery. 

A 20-metre teaching pool with a 
mobile floor has also been created 
to complement the larger facility. 

A 120-station gym is included in 
the new centre, alongside an eight- 
court multi-use hall, two fitness 
studios, sauna facilities and addi¬ 
tional treatment rooms. 

Councillor Tim Ahern, the bor¬ 
ough council’s cabinet member 
for leisure, has said he expects the 
centre to stand alongside some of 
the capital’s finest facilities. 

At the ‘topping out’ ceremony 
recently, he said: “Physical exer¬ 
cise is one of the most important 
things we can do to stay healthy. 

“Our substantial investment in a 
new leisure centre will ensure that 
it is one of the best public sports 
facilities in the capital.” 


Mayor's charity carol service 



■ JANE ASHER - one 
of the readers 


THE Mayor of the Royal Borough, 
Councillor Maighread Condon- 
Simmonds, held her at the annual 
charity carol service, at St 
Columba’s Church, Pont Street, on 
Tuesday. 

Actress Jane Asher and journalist 
Sir Simon Jenkins were amongst 
those giving readings, interspersed 
with carols. They were be joined by 
Jacob Rees-Mogg MP and former 
professional footballer Sol Camp¬ 
bell 

Afterwards mince pies were 


served in the Lower Hall of St. 
Columba’s Church. 

All proceeds went to the charity 
SANE. 

The Mayor said: “More and 
more lives are affected by mental 
illness, yet all too often people pass 
over it. 

“SANE, the charity I’ve chosen 
to support during my mayoral 
year, works to improve the quality 
of life for anyone affected by men¬ 
tal illness as well as raise aware¬ 
ness of the condition. “ 


Rock star and BBC presenter Cerys Matthews is 
leading a social media campaign to stop her local be¬ 
coming flats for the rich. KPH United has launched a 
Twitter campaign and a Facebook group and an on¬ 
line petition to galvanize all residents and workers in 
the area to join forces and push Kensington & 
Chelsea Council to heed the call of their electorate. 

Cerys Matthews Tweeted ‘A pub isn’t just for 
Christmas. Pubs matter. Please save ours. Sign our 
petition.’ 


The petition to RBK&C deputy leader and Cabinet 
Member for Housing, Property and Regeneration 
Rock Feilding-Mellen calls on the council to with¬ 
draw permitted development rights at The KPH, stat¬ 
ing that the pub ‘has an existing social and 
community use that is much valued by the local com¬ 
munity’. 

To support the KPH campaign go to: Twitter 
@KPHUnited, Facebook facebook.com/kphunited 
and the petition at chan.ge/lxTcXgB#ladbrokegrove 


Russians are snapping up 
prime real estate again 

RUSSIAN house-buvers are confidence to set back into the “We are beginning to see sc 


RUSSIAN house-buyers are 
flooding back to Chelsea, buy¬ 
ing up luxury homes as asking 
prices in the area rocket to £30 
million for a terraced house 
and £5.6 million for a one-bed- 
room flat. 

New research by top estate 
agents Knight Frank has revealed 
that one in five sales in London’s 
‘super-prime’ areas including 
Chelsea and Kensington have 
gone to Russian buyers. 

“The Russians are back,” said 
Tim Wright of Knight Frank’s 
Prime Central London Team. 

“After a period of uncertainty 
and instability, they appear to 
have more clarity on where they 
stand, which has given them the 


confidence to get back into the 
market.” 

In the six months to October, 
Russian bought 21 per cent of 
London’s super-prime, £10 mil- 
lion-i- homes - an 8% rise com¬ 
pared to the previous six months. 

Between January and October 
this year the number of Knight 
Frank transactions of £10 mil- 
lion-i- homes has shot up by 33 
per cent on last year - and is up 
by 92 per cent on two years ago. 

Knight Frank’s research has 
also revealed that for the first 
time mainline Chinese buyers are 
busy buying super-homes, now 
accounting for 3 per cent of sales 
after ‘negligible demand’ from 
China before. 


“We are beginning to see some 
serious interest from ultra-high 
net worth mainland Chinese buy¬ 
ers,” said Tim Wright. 

“This interest seems to be in 
houses rather than flats or invest¬ 
ment properties; these are buyers 
who clearly intend to spend time 
living in London with their fam¬ 
ilies.” 

Knight Frank says prices of 
£10 million-i- properties have 
risen by 48 per cent in the last 
five years. 

Big pockets will be needed to 
buy the latest luxury home on the 
market in Tregunter Road, SW10 
- where a six-bed Victorian ter¬ 
raced house is now selling for 
£30 million. 


♦ • 
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■ DOING HER BIT: Jacqueline Johnson, 
owner of JDs restaurant, who came up with 
the idea for the community lunch 

Inspired to 
help others 

THE festive lunch was the brainchild 
of Jacqueline Johnson after she vol¬ 
unteered to help feed disadvantaged 
people one Christmas. 

The former community support 
worker at Ealing Council for 15 years 
organised the first event after opening 
her business JDs restaurant on All 
Saints Road. 

Mrs Johnson said: “I worked for the 
council in Ealing helping people with 
learning disabilities and what in¬ 
spired me to do this event was one 
Christmas I was at home with my 
daughter and I said ‘let’s go into 
work and work with these disadvan¬ 
taged people’. 

“So we went to Raven Park, which is 
a nursing home, and when we came 
home we felt really good about what 
we had done. 

“So I wanted to form a committee to 
cook for these people, and from there 
I’ve realised how important it is be¬ 
cause these people sometimes don’t 
even get a visitor during the Christ¬ 
mas period. 

She added: “This event is important 
because we all wanted to give some¬ 
thing back to the community, that’s 
all it is. 

“We all talk to each other and 
agreed to put it together through the 
group. We have a strong community 
within the shops because we are all 
small businesses, and this shows how 
we can work together to do something 
for the community.” 


READY FOR LUNCH: lossom Gaillard, Audrey Martindale and Meg Musea 


■ CHEERS! Michael Druce enjoys a pre-Christ¬ 
mas tipple 


Mayor joins residents 
for early festive lunch 


ALL SAINTS’ TRADERS SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY 


C HRISTMAS came early for 
they gathered for a free fes¬ 
tive lunch in a Notting Hill 

pub. 

More than 50 disabled and elderly people 
over 60 years-old met in the Red Lemon pub 
on All Saints Road for the special Yuletide 
treat. 

However, organisers said the event had at¬ 
tracted fewer people than expected but were 
pleased to have been able to distribute the 
extra food to a church on Lancaster Road to 
feed homeless people and two care homes in 
the area. 

The event on Wednesday on last week was 
the second of its type and follows the initial 
dinner two years ago which attracted around 
200 people. 

The Christmas dinner was organised by a 
group of businesses owners along All Saints 


Road who wanted to give something back to 
the community. 

The group is made up of Nina Asuni from 
the Bicycle Workshop, Alii Kyle owner of 
the Red Lemon pub, Muna Khogali from the 
Book and Kitchen, Marc Wood, managing 
director at Edwins Bathroom Showroom, 
Jacqueline Johnson owner of JDs restaurant 
and Jo Cassabois owner of Pret a Vivre. 

Working together 

Mrs Johnston said: “It went really well. We 
didn’t get the numbers but maybe that was 
because it was a bit early, but we wanted to 
do it before December. 

“Next year we are planning to do it in De¬ 
cember to attract more people. We are talking 
about it already and I know the people who 
worked together to do this will come together 
and do it again.” 

Ms Kyle said they were more than happy to 


do it and had shared the costs and did a little 
bit of the cooking because everybody wanted 
to give something back to the community. 

She added: “I spoke to the food suppliers 
and they gave us everything at cost price be¬ 
cause it was for such a good cause.” 

The lunch was attended by the Mayor of the 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 
Councillor Maighread Condon-Simmonds. 

Councillor Condon-Simmonds praised the 
event and the organisers for giving disadvan¬ 
taged people the opportunity to go out of 
their homes and be in the community. 

She said: “There are quite a few of these 
committees in the borough where the elderly 
people and disabled are really thought a lot 
of. It’s the communication amongst the peo¬ 
ple here which is really important, and which 
has allowed these people to feel that they can 
mix with the whole community.” 


■ HELPING OUT: The Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, Councillor Maighread Condon-Simmonds serves Caroline English 
with her Christmas dinner 


■ PULLING A CRACKER: Rena Bhagrath and Jasber Singh 
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Kensington News pick up points 


London Weekly News pick up points 


Westminister & Pimlico News pick up points 


■ FESTIVE VOLUNTEERS: Hoon Kim, Kemar Johnston, Marvin McIntosh and Aurora Cleva help serve 
up the Christmas dinners 


community 


Where To Find 
Your Brand New 
Local Newspaper 






■ CHRISTMAS IS COMING: Friends gather for an early Yuletide celebration with a traditional fes¬ 
tive lunch 


■ TRADERS UNITED: Nina Asuni from the Bicycle Workshop, Alii Kyle, owner of The Red Lemon pub, 
Jo Cassabois, owner of Pret a Vivre, Muna Khogali from the Book and Kitchen, Marc Wood, managing 
director at Edwins Bathroom Showroom and Jacqueline Johnson, owner of JDs restaurant - the or¬ 
ganisers and funders of the community lunch 


■ CRACKER TIME: Gwyneth and Sarah White 
get in the festive mood 


■ HERE'S TO CHRISTMAS: Meg McDonald and 
Caroline English toast the festive season 
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Penny Market brings colour to Golborne Road 

For every two pennies made in profit one penny is donated to a local community enterprises 


THE Portobello and Golborne 
area has a new market, the 
Penny Market, which is bringing 
colour, new traders and a defi¬ 
nite buzz to a stretch of road be¬ 
tween Golborne Road and 
Bonchurch Road; which had 
been used as a market in the past 
but fell into disuse. 

Launched at the end of June 
the Penny Market comprises 12 
pitches, with stalls covered by 
colourful tarpaulins designed by 
Wendy Zapata and manufac¬ 
tured by market manager David 
Saiz. The covers mirror the 
colours of the terraced houses in 
Notting Hill. In the run-up to 
Christmas it has been extended 
to include additional pitches 
catering for 15 traders and two 
cafe stalls. 

The market’s focus is on or¬ 
ganic and fresh food produce 
and eco-friendly goods, with 
produce ranging from cheeses, 
biscuits, specialist soaps and 
jams. 

Manager David Saiz, who was 
charged with attracting traders, 
visited established food markets 
such as Borough Market and 
Camden Market and wooed 
some of their traders. But the 
main emphasis is on developing 



■ DAVID Saiz: ‘It is a differ¬ 
ent market and a local 
market 


local entrepreneurs like philoso¬ 
phy graduate Sharea Samuels. 

She grew up in the area and 
decided to create her own busi¬ 
ness, AuntyD’s, which special¬ 
izes in scotch bonnet chilli jams 
which are proving very popular 
with shoppers. 

While Portobello Market is 
known far and wide, the Penny 
Market fan base derives from 
the community making it very 
much a neighbourhood market 
which is popular with local busi¬ 
nesses as well as residents. 


Lowry & Barker cafe uses a 
pitch as an additional seating 
area for its customers. Shop 
manager Grace Jenkins com¬ 
mented: “We use the produce 
from the stalls in our cafe. It is a 
really nice addition for the com¬ 
munity and attracts different 
people." 

David Saiz added: “We’ve had 
really good feedback from local 
businesses who are pleased that 
the variety of specialist stalls are 
attracting residents. It is a dif¬ 
ferent market and a local mar¬ 
ket.” 

Backed by the council, which 
is giving the pitches rent free for 
the first year, the Penny Market 
was set up by Taz Fustok and 
Oliver Waddington-Ball with a 
view to improving the local area 
for the community and also at¬ 
tracting new businesses. The 
market operates as a social en¬ 
terprise, for every two pennies 
made in profit one penny is do¬ 
nated to a local community en¬ 
terprises like the nearby 
Goldfinger Factory as well as 
other local charities, hence its 
name. 

The market runs on Fridays 
and Saturdays between 9am and 
5pm. 



■ AUNTYD’S: Sharea Samuels specialises in scotch bonnet chilli jams 
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... and get your produce delivered 



■ MUSHROOM MAN: Tom Dean, above, 
and fruit and veg trader Cheryl Devlin, 
below, have joined a scheme to make their 
produce available online for home delivery 



SOME traders at Portobello Market are now tak¬ 
ing orders online which are then delivered to their 
customers’ homes. 

The stallholders at Portobello Market, which 
next year celebrates 150 years trading, have 
teamed up with the home delivery service, Hub¬ 
bub, which collects shopping from local independ¬ 
ent shops and market traders and delivers the 
orders to customers. 

Fourth generation market trader Cheryl Devlin, 
who runs the family fruit and vegetable stall, and 
the Portobello Mushroom Man, Tom Dean, are 
two of the traders who now take online orders. 
They update the website hubbub.co.uk with their 
latest produce available and prices. 

Customers logging on to the website input their 
post code and are directed to local shops so they 
know they are supporting neighbourhood busi¬ 
nesses. Orders must be placed by midday for 
same-day delivery in one-hour slots, from 4pm to 
10pm. Delivery charge is just £3.50 and a cus¬ 
tomer’s first order is free, no matter how many 
shops they order from. 

For information go to www.hubbub.co.uk or 
email hello @ hubbub .co .uk 


Pick up your FREE 
copy of the 


Kensington 
News 


your local community newspaper 
from the London Weekly News 
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UNIVERSE 

NOW SHOWING AT THE PETER HARRISON PLANETARIUM 



The galaxies, stars, planets and 
everything we can see make up less 
than 5% of the universe. 

What is the other 95%? 


Narrated by 
Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Dark Universe was developed by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org), in 
collaboration with the Californian Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, and GOTO INC., Tokyo, Japan 

Book now rmg.co.uk/space ROYAL 'M 

_ ^ ^ OBSERVATORY 1 
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Andrew Marr: Drawing on political life 


S TARTING out as a trainee reporter at The 
Scotsman, before becoming political corre¬ 
spondent and subsequently the editor of The 
Independent, Andrew Marr has spent the past 20 
years succesfully climbing the media ladder. 
Marr’s political commentary could be found in 


Marr's art therapist at Charing Cross Hospital, 
London, was integral to his recovery as he chan¬ 
nelled his creativity in new ways. 

“Painting was an even bigger thing in my life be¬ 
fore the stroke, in fact I’d say the biggest problem 
of the stroke is that I can no longer go outside and 


The Daily Express and The Observer, while his paint with oils as I used to do, because I can t man¬ 
age the easel and setting up the canvas,” he said. 

“However, my hope is that I’ll find a place where 
I can paint inside; I want to make big abstract pic¬ 
tures next, I’ve got them in my head, I just need to 
find a place to go and do them.” 

According to Marr: “You need something creative 
in life to express yourself, and the great thing about- 
drawing for those who have spent 
their time in a literary profession 
like me is that it’s non-verbal, it 
uses a different part of the brain; it 
is simply colour and line. It’s like 
diving into a warm bath and seeing 
the world in a different way around 
you...” 

He may be using the other half of 
his brain for his nine-to-five, but 
perhaps Marr has found his two oc¬ 
cupations overlap. Did he ever 


broadcast career has reached its zenith with The 
Andrew Marr Show. 

As one of the most recognisable voices covering 
UK politics, Marr has become a household name, 
but few people are aware of his secondary love: art. 

When the TV journalist suffered a debilitating 
stroke to the left side of his brain in January 2013, 
he returned to drawing to aid his re¬ 
covery. 

“To draw something is a way of 
meditating in front of reality, and I 
find it a very important way of ex¬ 
pressing the way I’m alive," said Marr. 

"I’ve loved it all my life. It’s almost 
spiritual for me.” 

These days, Marr has reduced his 
media commitments, giving him 
time to draw at least once a week. 

“Sometimes I draw every day, it’s 


Sit’s like diving 
into a warm 
bath and seing 
the world in a 
different way 
around you 9 


something I do and it connects me to the world catch himself doodling to pass the time in the 
around me,” he explained. House of Commons? 

Marr has joined up with other artists, including il- “When I was sitting above them in the press 
lustrators Quentin Blake and Posy Simmonds, to gallery in the old days, I did a detailed drawing of 
promote The Big Draw; a UK-wide campaign Tony Blair on the day he resigned. I do draw politi- 
which encourages people to take up drawing. cians or family and friends sometimes." 

“It’s a campaign for what I’d call the primal way He explained that while the majority of his work 
humans have communicated with each other, even i s landscapes, "I really like drawing caricatures, I 
before language - think of cave paintings and so think I’m quite good at that. 


forth - and yet it’s falling out of our culture because 
of photography and reproductions of different 
kinds,” said Marr, speaking about his involvement 
with The Big Draw. 


His health issues have made for an incredibly dif¬ 
ficult few years for the political journalist. 

Taking a pragmatic approach to it Marr said: “I 
haven’t made a full recovery and the reality is that 



Big Draw, the world’s largest drawing festival 




■ ANDREW Marr is a patron The 


I won’t. I’ll be up to 80 per cent if I’m lucky. I 
won’t be 100 per cent ever, and I had to accept that 
a long time ago, even if you do all the physiother¬ 
apy, with a stroke as bad as mine you won’t make 
a full recovery, but you have to find ways of cop¬ 
ing with that." 

For Marr, art is not only a coping mechanism, 
but a way of life. And while the effects of his 


stroke may be an ongoing battle, Marr is looking 
upwards and onwards. 

“It makes you appreciate and reconsider life, and 
suck the juice out of the moment, more than I ever 
did before. I was always a very hurried and rushed 
person, rushing through life, and I have to move a 
lot more slowly now, and that’s a good thing in it¬ 
self.” 



LONDON WIDE 


We don’t all want to 
be TV reality stars 


NEW research into the career aspirations of 
young Londoners show they are not fame-hun¬ 
gry reality TV wannabes, but would rather be 
medics, software developers and engineers. 

It also found that young people are surprisingly 
optimistic about the chances of landing their 
ideal job - and a hefty pay packet - after several 
torrid years for youth employment prospects. 

Almost half of the 500 16-year-olds polled ex¬ 
pect to be earning more than £40,000 after five 
years of work, whereas the average earnings for 
someone aged 22 to 29 and in full time work in 
the UK is currently £21,196. (ONS statistics). 

The jobs that proved most popular, ranging 
from doctors, to software developers, and engi¬ 
neers, are just the skills London needs to thrive 
as a 21st century city, according to the research 
for Skills London. 

While the traditional ‘don’t know’ still featured 
highly, only one respondent said they wanted to 
be a ‘YouTuber’, and even ‘footballer’ came in 
well down the list of ideal jobs, in 16th place. 

Top lines from the research include: 

Almost exactly 50 per cent of student respon¬ 
dents said they were either ‘very confident’ or 
‘confident’ of getting their ideal job. While a 
sizeable chunk were unsure, only one in six (16 
per cent) were either ‘unconfident’ or ‘very un¬ 
confident’ . 

When it comes to getting any job after finish¬ 
ing education the ‘very confident’ and ‘confi¬ 
dent’ responses rise to 60 per cent, however, so 
do the ‘unconfident’ and ‘very unconfident’ re¬ 
sponses to 21 per cent. 


Good qualifications are thought to be the thing 
most valued by employers, followed by good 
employability skills and then work experience. 

When it comes to earnings, there seemed to be 
a good deal of realism amongst students for the 
short term. Just over a quarter said they wanted 
to earn £15,000 - £19,999 in their first year of 
work. A further 27 per cent expect £20,000 - 
£29,999. 

However, after five years their expectations 
rise considerably and are far higher than reality. 
18 per cent said they expected to earn £20,000- 
£29,999 after five years, 27 per cent expect 
£30,000-£39,999, while a whopping 47 per cent 
expect to be earning £40,000+ after five years of 
work. 

Mark Hilton, director of skills at business 
group London First, said after several tough 
years there was an increased sense of optimism 
returning to young job seekers. 

“The number of young students who think they 
will land not just a job, but their ideal job, easily 
outnumbers those who lack confidence in their 
chances,” he said. 

“The research also shows London’s young stu¬ 
dents are not the reality TV obsessed, fame-seek¬ 
ing wannabes that they are so often caricatured 
as .The careers that most aspire to are just the 
skills London needs to thrive as a 21st century 
city, such as software developers, engineers, and 
medics .“ 
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readers' letters 


The politics of envy 


HAVE YOUR SAY ON LOCAL ISSUES... 


■ I HAVE worked as an architect 
[and saved] all my life to afford a 
comfortable three bedroomed house 
in Chelsea. 

I am 83 and if this iniquitous man¬ 
sion tax comes about there is no way 
I or my widow (much younger than 
I) could afford to pay 1 per cent of its 
current value each year to a grasping 
government. 

What is more, we had planned that 
while still living in Chelsea among 
our family and friends her need for 
an income after my death could be 
met by down sizing. 


Unfortunately we would be caught 
by a ‘double whammy’, the proposed 
tax would not only have reduced the 
value of our present home but would 
increase the price of properties below 
the £2,000,000 start point forcing a 
reduction in her retirement income 
and possibly a move from central 
London. 

I think this is an example of the pol¬ 
itics of envy and brings disrepute on 
the Labour/Liberal parties. 

Stephen Griffiths, Dip Arch, 
FRIBA (ex Socialist) 


Will mansion tax r 

■ I think that Labour is scoring an 
own goal with the mansion tax, be¬ 
cause I do not believe that there will 
be any net revenue raised by the tax. 
The loss of other revenue as a direct 
result of mansion tax will far exceed 
any money raised by the mansion 
tax. 

It is necessary to realise that house 
price falls might start at the top price 
brackets but will inevitably work 
down to affect house prices of all lev- 

Commercial interest 

■ FIRST of all, we are delighted to 
have another local paper and hope it 
will prevail. Rest assured you will be 
hearing from us regularly. 

We were interested to read your 
front page story, where the leader of 
RBKC Council, Nick Paget-Brown, 
speaks of his Conservative group's 
opposition to the 'Mansion Tax', and 
announces in extravagant terms his 
welcome of 'People Power' in the 
form of the ‘Stop the Mansion Tax’ 
campaign. 

Kensington and Chelsea Opposi¬ 
tion Labour Group has been very 
public and forthright about our con¬ 
cerns for this proposed tax in its cur¬ 
rent form; we believe that there will 
be unintended consequences for 
some residents, and that it will not 
catch those 'buy to leave' overseas 
property owners who are changing 
the nature of our borough. 

We hope the future Labour govern¬ 
ment will work towards a revaluation 
of property, and in the meantime con¬ 
sider a review of the Council Tax 
system to include further bandings, 
where some will pay less, and some 
will pay more. 


aise any revenue? 

els. These price falls have already 
started at the higher price brackets 
just because of the possibility of this 
tax. Thus the loss of revenue from 
lower amounts of stamp duty, capital 
gains tax and inheritance tax, would 
involve infinitely more transactions 
than the mansion tax resulting in 
huge losses of government revenue. 

Georgina Abrahams 
Broomfield Surveyors Limited 
London SW3 4QG 

- not people power 

We are appalled at the current situ¬ 
ation where the Sultan of Brunei 
pays just £10 more a week for his 16- 
bedroom mansion, than our Mrs 
Braithwaite in a three-bedroom 
council home in North Kensington. 

However, Cllr Paget-Brown's em¬ 
brace of 'People Power' is somewhat 
misleading. The campaign group 
'Stop the Mansion Tax', is allegedly 
run by a wealthy property owner liv¬ 
ing in Hampstead. Far from 'People 
Power', this is more like base com¬ 
mercial interest. We cannot under¬ 
stand why a campaign based in 
Hampstead is being given free use of 
our Town Hall to hold a campaign 
meeting, when we are told that we 
must squeeze the most value possible 
out of our council-owned property. 

We await developments, and will 
continue to lobby on our K&C 
Labour Group position. 

Councillor Emma Dent Coad 
Leader, Opposition Labour 
Group 

Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea 


The London Weekly News welcomes comment from its readers. Please email your letters to: 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

All emails must have a name and address although we may not publish these. Anonymous correspondence cannot 
be accepted. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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More questions than answers over proposed tax 


■ THE proposed mansion tax is not 
going to solve the NHS black hole prob¬ 
lem. 

It will heavily penalise the older retired 
residents of the boroughs mainly affec- 
tubg, for example, those who bought 
leaseholds in the late 1970's and early 
1980's and may also have needed to ex¬ 
tend their leases subsequently at some ex¬ 
pense or even acquire new leases on the 
same property to enable them to have 
some peace of mind as lease remainders 
declined. 

As they may now be in their 70s and 
80s they may well be cash poor, already 
squeezed by service charges (mainte¬ 


nance charges levied by their freeholder 
landlords and HM Revenue Income Tax 

Also what will be the position of mar¬ 
ried couples who are joint leaseholders 
(each owning 50 per cent of the lease), 
and for example, where the wife is not 
income taxed as her income is below the 
taxable threshold? Will the mansion tax 
be levied on the property or on individual 
owners in which former case the burden 
would fall on both owners, even though 
one may have an income too small to 
permit the payment. 

If the mansion tax were to be levied on 
individual owners and there was an in¬ 
come threshold, would the tax would be 


levied only on the major income 
provider? 

This question recently was addressed to 
our MP Sir Malcolm Rifkind and elicited 
the reply that the answer was currently 
not known ... 

Your campaign article is excellent. Will 
enough people see this article and not be 
too old to be computer literate? 

How about a strong message leaflet ad¬ 
dressed to residents for completion and 
return earliest to council? 

Strong and immediate action is re¬ 
quired. 

George Wyatt 
(by email) 


Honour the Queen but 
also those who served 


A fitting 
celebration 

■ SEPTEMBER 9th 2015, when 
the Queen becomes our longest- 
reigning monarch, should be 
marked not just with a bank holi¬ 
day, but also a service of thanks¬ 
giving for Her Majesty, spectacular 
processions and a different concert 
in each of the Royal Parks. 

The day should end with fireworks 
along the river like those we see on 
New Year’s Eve. 

Maybe that will be too much to or¬ 
ganise in a year. Whatever is de¬ 
cided, I hope it is fitting for for a 
very deserving and loyal Queen. 

Christopher Jackman 
(by email) 


■ I AM a former Gurkha, working as a 
caretaker in central London since June 
2007. 

I enjoyed your front page of the London 
Weekly News with the picture of Her 
Majesty The Queen and news about the 
longest-reigning monarch that the nation 
has ever known. 

I also wish her the very best. 

This year in 2014 we remember the 100 
year anniversary of the First World War. 

1815-2015 will mark the 200 years of 
Gurkha recruitment in the British Army 
and the Gurkhas have served the Crown 
with utmost loyalty for almost 200 years. 

It is therefore unfortunate and sad to say 
that the Gurkhas are still facing discrimi¬ 


nation and human rights violations in the 
United Kingdom. 

We face separation from the families, 
pension issue and Gurkhas are still barred 
from the basic voting and human rights is¬ 
sues. 

The Gurkhas are still struggling hard to 
find "status" with the British Govern¬ 
ment. I am a first Gulf War Veteran and I 
do not get the same senior pass privilege 
as my neighbour does from Harrow 
Council, when I commute to work in Cen¬ 
tral London by tube and train. I have to 
pay £14 every day to commute from Wat¬ 
ford to Central London to work. 

Yam Gurung (retd) 
Watford 


How to make a cracking paper even better! 


■ CONGRATULATIONS on producing 
a cracking first issue of the free London 
Weekly News which I picked up from a 
west London supermarket. My only quib¬ 
ble is the picture quality. 

If improved it would certainly make the 
paper look even more attractive. Also, 


what about a regular page devoted to 
unleashing the capital’s literary talent 
featuring a short story and one or two 
brief poems, all with London themes? 
Successful contributors could be offered 
complimentary tickets for two to West 
End theatre shows or various London 


attractions like London Eye, London 
Zoo or a central London bus tour popu¬ 
lar with tourists. 

Rudy Otter 
Greenford, 
West London. 
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Kate’s £1 billion 
boost for the 


ROYAL 

SPECIAL 


fashion industry 


T HE British fashion in¬ 
dustry is looking for¬ 
ward to the summer 
sunshine of a “£1 Billion 
boost” after the Duchess of 
Cambridge has her second 
child next year. 

That’s the massive sum put on 
Kate’s value to fashion when she 
gets her fantastic figure back 
after her baby is born. 

The new member of the royal 
family is expected in April, 
meaning that the Duchess could 
be out of maternity wear by the 
end of May and back into frocks 
in time for a summer bonanza for 
designers and high street shops. 

The ‘Kate Effect’ has become 
the No. 1 influence on fashion 
sales in the UK, USA and around 
the world, as one might expect of 
a beautiful young woman who is 
in the unique position of being 
wife and mother to two future 
kings of Britain. Estimated by 


By Geoff Baker 

Newsweek to be worth £1 Billion 
a year, the Kate Effect has caused 
the creation of much-followed 
websites like www.whatkate- 
wore.com and a fashion app - 
Kate’s Style List - dedicated to 
telling tens of millions of avid 
fans what to wear next. 

£ Everything the 
Duchess wears is 
guaranteed 
front page 7 

Her favouring of LK Bennett’s 
nude Sledge sent sales of the 
£245 shoes sky rocketing as they 
became every girl’s fashion-must. 
After she wore a £175 Reiss dress 
to meet the Obamas at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace they soon were sell¬ 
ing at the rate of one-a-minute. 

‘When she wears something it 
always goes on the waiting list,’ 


said Tony Di Masso, president of 
LK Bennett. 

Even in maternity wear, the 
Duchess causes the biggest drive 
of sales. When she wore maternity 
brand Seraphine’s £46 ‘Jolene’ 
knitted-front dress in fuchia when 
she and Prince William posed for 
the first photographs with Prince 
George, the dress sold out in 48 
hours. 

Because of the global media 
frenzy that surrounds everything 
that the Duchess wears, designers 
of the clothes that she picks know 
that they are guaranteed front page 
promotion for their frocks, shoes 
and handbags in newspapers and 
magazines in every corner of the 
world. 

‘She is both the perfect princess 
and the girl next door and the way 
that she mixes high fashion with 
the high street and is the wife and 
mother of future kings, has made 

■ TURN TO PAGE 3 


THE paper serving ROYAL London 
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The biggest fashion influence on the planet 


Manhattan frenzy as 
Will and Kate star in 
university fundraiser 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

her the biggest influence on the planet for what to 
wear’, said one fashion pundit. 

‘In effect, she has become Britain’s top model; no¬ 
body sells more clothes. The degree to which she is 
boosting the British fashion industry abroad is phe¬ 
nomenal, by rights she really ought to be given her 
own Queen’s Award for Enterprise.’ 

This week Prince William and Kate will be in New 


York for a three-day trip and the frenzy to be in their 
company has become so excited that wealthy Amer¬ 
icans are paying $100,000 a head for tickets to a 
fund-raising dinner at Mahattan’s Metropolitan Mu¬ 
seum of Art. 

The dinner on Tuesday (Decemer 9) will raise 
money for St. Andrews University, where the royal 
couple met as students in 2002, and will mark the 
institution’s 600 th anniversary. 




Photo by Tim Rooke/REX 



WHERE TO SEE YOUR FAVOURITE ROYAL 



FULL details of future and recent events in the ever- 
busy diaries of the many members of The Royal 
Family are available from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here's the London schedule 
for the week ahead for Where To See A Royal. 

Thursday Nov 27TH 

The Duke Of Edinburgh, Admiral and member of 
The Royal Yacht Squadron, and The Princess Royal, 
honorary member, will attend the squadron's an¬ 
nual winter dinner at Trinity House EC4. 

The Earl Of Wessex, trustee of The Duke Of Edin¬ 
burgh's Award, will hold a lunch at Buckingham 
Palace. Later, as honorary member ofThe Caledon¬ 
ian Club, he will attend the St. Andrews Dinner at 9 
Halkin Street, Belgravia SW1. 

The Countess Of Wessex, patron of Tomorrow's 
People, will attend the 30 th anniversary awards for 
achievement at The Jumeriah Carlton Tower Flotel, 
Cadogan Place EC1. 


The Duchess of Gloucester, as Royal Colonel of 7 th 
Battalion The Rifles, will attend the Officers' Mess 
Dinner at The Rifles Club, Davies Street W1. 

Friday November 28th 

The Duchess of Gloucester, President of the Royal 
Academy of Music will present the Kohn Founda¬ 
tion Bach Prize at the academy in Marylebone Road 
NW1. 

The Duke of Kent will attend a concert by the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at The Royal Festival 
Hall, Southbank Centre SE1. 

Sunday November 30th 

The Duchess of Gloucester, Honorary President of 
the Lawn Tennis Association, will attend the Wheel¬ 
chair Tennis Masters at Lee Valley Hockey and Ten¬ 
nis Centre at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
E20. Later, with the Duke of Gloucester, she will at¬ 
tend the Friends of St. Paul's Cathedral Advent Pro¬ 
cession Service at the cathedral EC4. 


Tuesday December 2nd 

The Duke of Edinburgh, Marshal of the Royal Air 
Force, will visit the First World War exhibition at 
the Royal Air Force Museum, Hendon NW9. 

The Duke of Gloucester, patron of the Japan So¬ 
ciety, will attend a service to commemorate the 
400 th anniversary of the return ofThe Clove ship to 
London at Westminster Abbey SW1. 

The Duke of Kent, patron of St. Mungo's Commu¬ 
nity Housing Association, will attend a carol concert 
at St. Bride's Church, Fleet Street EC4 

The Duchess of Gloucester, patron of Asthma UK, 
will attend a Christmas Carol Service at St. Luke's & 
Christ Church, Sydney Street SW3. 

Princess Alexandra will attend the Hereford 
Cathedral Perpetual Trust Advent Service at the 
Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk 
SW1. 


The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh will give an 
evening reception for members of the Diplomatic 
Corps at Buckingham Palace. 

Wednesday December 3rd 

The Countess of Wessex, patron of Shooting Star 

Chase, will attend a reception at St. James's Palace. 

The Princess Royal, president of the Royal Yachting 
Association, will attend a council meeting at Bell 
Wharf Lane EC3. Later, as Master of the Corporation 
of Trinity House, she will attend the 500 th anniver¬ 
sary carol service at St. Olave's Church, Hart Street 
EC3, and, as patron of the Spinal Injuries Associa¬ 
tion, she will attend a dinner at The Dorchester, Park 
Lane Wl. 

The Duke of Gloucester will unveil the Korean War 
Memorial at Victoria Embankment Gardens WC2 
and later, with the Duchess of Gloucester, as Pro¬ 
tector he will attend the Anglo-Danish Society's 
Scholarship Programme dinner to mark its 90 th an¬ 
niversary at Draper's Hall, Throgmorton Avenue 
EC2. 
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At last the nation remembers... 


Memorial to the forgotten war 

DUKE OF GLOUCESTER TO UNVEIL MONUMENT 



T his week the 
Duke Of Glou¬ 
cester will un¬ 
veil a memorial on the 
Victoria Embankment 
to those who died in 
the war that Britain 
forgot. 

The 16ft monument, a bronze 
statue by sculptor Philip Jackson, 
is a reminder of the forgotten fact 
that 60 years ago 1,139 British 
servicemen died in the Korean 
War. 

In the minutes of silence every 
Remembrance Day, who reflects 
on The Korean War? Who even 
knows when The Korean War was 
or has any idea of what a huge 
war it was? 

The Falklands War, which we 
all remember, cost the lives of 
907 people. 

The Korean War of 1950-53 
cost more than 3 million lives on 
all sides. 

Those sides were such that this 
was in effect a third world war. 
On the one side were the world’s 
principal nations of Communism; 
North Korea, China and, tem- 
■ THE Duke of Gloucester pictured in his role as Royal Colonel of P oraril 7’ Russia. On the other, 

6 Battalion The Rifles. Photo by David Hartley/REX troops from 16 Western nations 
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GEOFF BAKER meets old soldier 
John Hollands, who fought in the Korean 
war straight from school 


backed by aid and equipment 
supplied by another 41 countries 
of the free world. 

How is it possible on Remem¬ 
brance Day, or any day, to forget 
a war that was involved sixty na¬ 
tions? 

Old soldier John Hollands 
(pictured below),, one of the di¬ 
minishing band of the British 
Korean Veterans Association, 
welcomes the long over-due 
memorial. 

“My passion is to scrub out 
this awful tag of ‘The Forgotten 
War’ and make it into a war to 
remember,” said Mr Hol¬ 
lands MC. 

His arms in this 
fight are two 
mind-opening 
books about 
what it was 
like to serve 
and kill in 
Korea; a 
brilliant 
novel, The 
Dead The 
Dying And 
T h e I 
Damned 
and its even 
more shock¬ 
ing compan¬ 
ion, his 

memoirs He¬ 
roes Of The Hook. 

It is the second 
time that John has 
fought the anti-war cause 
with The Dead The Dying And 
The Damned. The book was first 
published by Cassell in 1956; it 
sold more than three million 
copies, making the book that is 
recognised as the finest novel of 
the Korean War a massive best¬ 
seller. 

Now, 60 years on, John is self- 
publishing both the novel and, 
for the first time, Heroes Of The 
Hook. 

“The 60th anniversary of the 
end of the war in Korea is the 
last chance I’ll get; by the time 
we get to the 70th, I’ll be dead- 
and-gone,” said John, now in his 
80s. 

Hand-to-hand fighting 

John Hollands was almost 
very much dead-and-gone very 
often in Korea. He and his pla¬ 
toon were buried when shell-fire 
crushed and caved-in their dug 
outs, they were regularly in¬ 
volved in firefights in a conflict 
which was essentially the first 
trench war since the time of The 
Somme and in gmesome hand- 
to-hand fighting he stabbed to 
death five men. 

It is key to understanding the 
horror which left him - un¬ 
knowingly - with post traumatic 
stress to know that at the time of 
this slaughter John was a volun¬ 
teer 2nd lieutenant, aged 19. 

Sixty years on, he admits that 



had he known what war in Korea 
would be like he would not have 
enlisted. Although he joined 12 
Platoon of the 1 st Battalion of The 
Duke Of Wellington’s Regiment 
solely because he wanted to write 
a war novel, he was, he confesses, 
clueless of what lay ahead of him. 

“I was a terribly-nai've schoolboy 
when I joined up. I was not so 
much bullied into it but the bloke 
who recommended it, my careers 
master, had done so very much 
tongue in cheek, he had not ex¬ 
pected me to do it. But frankly I 
was naive and stupid, I had no 
conception at all as to what 
it was like, I hardly 
knew where Korea 
was.” 

But within 
months the 
Army had 
trained him 
to kill there. 
This is how 
he de¬ 
scribes his 
first am¬ 
bush of a 
Chinese 
scouting 
party: 

“The Chi¬ 
nese stood no 
chance. It was 
a massacre. 
They might just 
as well have been 
unarmed. Each one 
was taken out, just as 
planned. One or two at the front 
fired back, but to no effect. Those 
further behind couldn’t fire on ac¬ 
count of their comrades being di¬ 
rectly in front of them. As their 
leaders fell to the ground, so the 
others were exposed before us, 
waiting to be flattened like targets 
popping up in a shooting gallery”. 

More harrowing still is John’s 
account of close-quarter fighting: 

“I can recall few details of what 
happened. In hand-to-hand fight¬ 
ing men rarely do. They develop 
tunnel-vision and only see what 
confronts them directly. Every¬ 
thing is instinctive, spontaneous 
and utterly ruthless. The over-rid¬ 
ing skill is to pick out the most 
vulnerable among the enemy, ones 
you can surprise, often men al¬ 
ready struggling with one of your 
mates, with no compunction about 
striking from the rear, just go at 
them like a maniac and finish them 
off with a single blow or thrust, 


hoping to God that your mates are 
watching your back, ready to do 
the same for you. 

“I know I sank my bayonet into 
at least five Chinese. Looking 
back, I wonder how I did it, but I 
did, and without hesitation, ani- 
mal-like in my eagerness. All the 
time I was yelling and screaming, 
just like everyone else. Men were 
killed by any means available. 
One of the lads was using a spade, 
another a pick-axe, and a third his 
steel helmet, slashing the rim of it 
into the eyes of those confronting 
him before finishing them off with 
a knife.” 

And there was worse endured by 
this British army that we had 
shamefully forgotten. John’s de¬ 
scription of Korea is Kafkaesque, 
a bleak, grey-mudded hell that 
was so cold in winter that men 
froze in their dug-out lines just as 
generations before them did at 
Ypres. 

Froze to death 

“When they first sent British 
troops to Korea they took two bat¬ 
talions from Hong Kong, The Ar¬ 
gyll and Southern Highlanders 
and The Middlesex Regiment. In 
the autumn of 1950 the Middlesex 
turned up in Korea in jungle green 
uniforms. Some blithering idiot in 
the Ministry of Defence knew so 
little about the absolute coldness 
that they were sent in jungle 
green. And of course, they froze to 
death,” said John. 

“We were treated like dirt, which 
was common in those days. We 
literally did get £1 a week when 
we joined up and the thing that 
amuses me most, and which infu¬ 
riated the lads most, was when we 
did get to the front line and were 
directed to live in these holes in 
the ground which were full of 
hundreds of rats, we got one can¬ 
dle a week. There would be three 
blokes sharing a bunker, so you’d 
get three candles to last you a 
whole week. 

“It was crazy, the whole thing 
was crazy. But the thing is that 
that generation, my generation, 
were so used to wartime condi¬ 
tions; rationing, no petrol, that we 
simply did as we were told. Nowa¬ 
days, and it is probably a healthy 
thing, I don’t think lads or women 
of a similar age would stand for it. 
You couldn’t put a lad in a uni¬ 
form and say ‘Well here’s ten quid 
a week’, he’d say ‘you’re joking!’ 
And the rest of the population 
wouldn’t stand for it, but in those 
days they did.’ 

“My father and mother never 
murmured that you can’t do this to 
our sons, nobody did. They just 
took it as our duty and that was it.” 


6 1 know I sank my bayonet into at least five Chi¬ 
nese. Looking back, I wonder how I did it, but I 
did, and without hesitation, animal-like in my 
eagerness. All the time I was yelling and scream¬ 
ing, just like everyone else. Men were killed by any 
means available. One of the lads was using a spade, 
another a pick-axe, and a third his steel helmet, 
slashing the rim of it into the eyes of those ^ 
confronting him before finishing them off 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Ten days of festival entertainment 


Christmas 
at the Royal 
Albert Hall 


F OR tens of millions around 
the world, Christmas proper 
starts on Christmas Eve with 
the BBC’s legendary broadcast of 
the carols service from King’s Col¬ 
lege Cambridge. But Londoners 
can get an early preview when 
King’s College Choir comes to the 
Royal Albert Hall on December 
17th. 


By Geoff Baker 

On December 14th, the festival gets leg¬ 
gier when the Jingle Belles dancers in thigh- 
high Santaette costume join the London 
Concert Orchestra, Capital Voices and West 
End soloists including Laura Tebbutt and 
Tim Howar to celebrate the season at a mati¬ 
nee, with Christmas pop classics including 
Winter Wonderland, Blue Christmas, Frosty 
The Snowman, White Christmas and All I 
Want For Christmas Is You. 


The choir of 16 choristers, 14 choral 
scholars and two organ scholars main¬ 
tain a tradition which dates back 
to 1441 when they were 
founded by King Henry VI 
to sing daily services at 
his college chapel. 

Although the choir per¬ 
forms on tour around 
the world, it is best 
known for the annual 
broadcast of the Festi¬ 
val of Nine Fessons 
and Carols from 
King’s College on 
Christmas Eve. 

But at the Albert Hall 
this year the choir will 
perform a wider pro 
gramme which the organis¬ 
ers promise will be “a 
magnificent concert of heavenly 
charm”. 

Ten major events 

The programme will include carols plus the 
Opening Chorus from Bach’s Christmas Or¬ 
atorio, Verdi’s Te Deum, Mendelssohn’s 
Overture to St Paul, Rutter’s Sans Day 
Carol, a selection from Berlioz’s L’enfance 
du Christ which will include the popular 
Shepherd’s Farewell and Gruber’s Silent 
Night. 

Tickets for the King’s College Choir con¬ 
cert, which will be conducted by Stephen 
Cleobury and will include the Philharmonia 
Chorus and the Philharmonia Orchestra, 
range from £14.50 to £58. 

The choir’s concert is one of a season of 
10 major Christmas events at the Albert Hall 
from promoter Raymond Gubbay. 

The Christmas Festival 2014 starts on De¬ 
cember 13th with the Christmas Carol Sin- 
galong at which audients are invited to “clap 
your hands, stamp your feet and sing your 
hearts out” through a programme of carols 
and Christmas songs led by “irrepressible 
showman” Jonathan Cohen and featuring the 
Fondon Concert Chorus, the Fondon Con¬ 
cert Choir and guest star Alison Jiear. 



Massed choir 

The singing gets more reverential 
later on December 14th with the 
first of three performances at 
the Albert Hall of The 
Messiah. With the Royal 
Philharmonic Orches¬ 
tra conducted by 
Brian Wright, Han¬ 
del’s choral master¬ 
piece will be 
performed by a 
massed choir of the 
Goldsmiths Choral 
Union, the English 
Concert Chorus and 
Highgate Choral Soci¬ 
ety. The soloists will be 
soprano Elizabeth Watts, 
contralto Claudia Huckle, 
tenor Allan Clayton and bari¬ 
tone James Rutherford. 

The following evening, TV presenter 
Chris Hollins (pictured above) will host the 
BT Christmas Concert of carols and festive 
hits. The BBC star and Strictly Come Danc¬ 
ing winner will introduce a concert of fes¬ 
tive delights performed by Tim Howar and 
Anna-Jane Casey together with the Fondon 
Concert Chorus, the RAF Squadronaires, 
the Fondon Concert Orchestra and special 
guest Amira Willighagen, the winner of Hol¬ 
land’s Got Talent. 

Further details of other events from the 
Christmas Festival at the Royal Albert Hall 
can be found at www.raymondgubbay.co.uk 
The festival climaxes on Christmas Eve 
with Carols By Candlelight, a concert of 
carols and seasonal classics performed in 
18th Century costume; featuring readings 
from Dickens by former Doctor Who 
Christopher Timothy, numerous carols and 
Vivaldi’s Gloria, Corelli’s Allegro and Pas¬ 
torale from the Christmas Concerto, the 
Christmas Sequence from Handel’s Mes¬ 
siah, Bach’s Jesu Joy Of Man’s Desiring and 
Mozart’s Faudate Domium - performed by 
the Mozart Festival Chorus with the Mozart 
Festival Orchestra, conducted by Steven 
Devine and starring soprano Natasha Jouhl. 




Clapham Books 

26 The Pavement 
London SW40JA 


We are a local independent 


raop with a great 
picked selection ot book: 
both adults and children 


020 76272797 


We offer a next day ordering 
service and an quickly source 


shop$ claphambooks.com out-of-print and us titles. 


Buy online at hive.co.uk and support independent bookshops 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


She’s come a long way 
since her Gordon days 


H AVING begun her career 
as the protegee of the fa¬ 
mously fiery Gordon Ram¬ 
say, chef Angela Hartnett has gone 
on to make a name for herself 
as one of Britain’s most well¬ 
loved chefs. 

Her trademark style is simple but so¬ 
phisticated Italian cuisine, a love of which 
was instilled in her by her Italian grand¬ 
mother and mother. 

The 46-year-old is now Chef Patron 
and owner of the Michelin-starred Mu- 
rano in Mayfair, has launched Cafe Mu- 
rano in St James, the Merchants Tavern 
in Shoreditch and has revamped the 
restaurant in the Lime wood hotel, Hamp¬ 
shire, as Hartnett Holder & Co. 

In 2007 she was awarded anMBE for 
Services to the hospitality industry. 

“I come from a family that always liked 
food and food was always part of our 
lives,” says Hartnett. “We always ate to¬ 
gether as a family and cooked together so 
it was something I grew up with from both 
sides - my mum and my dad’s. I was 
taught to cook by my grandmother and my 
mother. You were expected to help out in 
the kitchen and learn what to do.” 

Harnett’s Italian heritage has obviously 
had an influence on her cooking style. 
“That’s what I grew up learning,” she says. 
“It makes sense that you stick to the 
things you know best, hence why I do 
more Italian food than anything else. I 
cook the type of food that I was brought up 
on and I know well.” 

Simplicity yet sophistication is key to 
Hartnett’s culinary style, with a big 
focus on seasonal ingredients. “You 
work with what’s in season because that 
makes sense,” she says. “You’re not sud¬ 
denly going to put asparagus on in the mid¬ 
dle of December. If it’s not in season it will 
taste rubbish.” 

Hartnett isn’t keen on the phrase ‘sig¬ 
nature dish’ - “it sounds like you only 
cook one thing, when really these things 
evolve” - but she agrees that “great 
pastas and risottos” are very much the 
style of her restaurants. 

“That’s what we cook in the restau- 


O CHEF Angela Hartnett 
talks about her Italian her¬ 
itage, how she learned to 
cook and what Gordon 
Ramsey was really like to 
work for... 


rants - good, simple, tasty food,” she 
says. “It’s not about making it too com¬ 
plicated.” 

As Gordon Ramsey’s former protegee, 
one might expect that Hartnett had a rough 
time whilst learning her trade, but she is 
keen to dispel the image of the hot-headed 
chef from the TV shows. 

Gordon he's 
a'top bloke' 

“He was great. He was an absolutely top 
bloke,” shesays. “If I hadn’t worked with 
Gordon I wouldn’t be in the position I’m 
in now, without a doubt. He taught me 
about running a kitchen and the impor¬ 
tance of consistency. I worked with him 
for 17 years and you don’t work with 
someone that long if they are intimidating. 
You work with someone because you 
enjoy working with them and because 
they’re a good person.” 

Hartnett will be appearing at the Pad- 
stow Christmas Festival this December 
where she will be holding cookery demon¬ 
strations with Luke Holder, the head chef 
at Hartnett Holder & Co, and Neil Borth- 
wick, head chef of the Merchants Tavern, 
who also happens to be Hartnett’spartner. 
When asked for advice on the best way to 
prepare Christmas dinner, she says that 
preparation is key. 

“Be organised and don’t leave every¬ 
thing to the last minute. Get your pota¬ 
toes done earlier, get your veg cooked 
off, that sort of thing. Keep it simple. 
Everyone goes overboard at Christmas 
and tries to do so many accompaniments. 
I know it is Christmas and a time of cele¬ 
bration but you don’t have to go nuts and 
suddenly do five types of stuffing and 
three types of potatoes. Do little and do it 



■ Angela Hartnett 


well as opposed to doing lots and doing it 
badly.” 

So does she do the majority of the cooking 
at Christmas time? Or does this busy chef 
get the chance to put her feet up? 

“No I tend to end up doing it,” she says, 
“as it always seems to be at my house or 
one of the restaurants, but I have people 
helping me. Last year we had lots of friends 
over so the day before we did all the prep 
together and then on the day you just stick 
it in the oven and carve it.” 

Having appeared on shows such as Hell’s 
Kitchen and Kitchen Criminals, are we 
likely to see Hartnett moving into a TV ca¬ 
reer like her former boss? “I prefer my work 
in the kitchen,” she admits. “The TV work 
is good but at the end of the day what makes 
your business is your restaurant, so you 
need to ensure that that’s running smoothly. 

I like doing the odd bit of TV work but I 
don’t want to do it permanently or do loads 
of it. I’m quitehappy just flitting in and out.” 

The Padstow Christmas Festival takes 
place between December 4-7. 



MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


CHRISTMAS MESS - serves 8 


[From Mark Hix British Seasonal Food, Quadrille Publishing, £ 14.99] 


40-50 chestnuts 
2 tablespoons icing sugar 
500ml double cream 
80g caster sugar 
150g-200g cooked meringue 


FOR THE CRANBERRY SAUCE 
200g fresh cranberries 
90g sugar 

1 small cinnamon stick 
Juice of 1 orange 


PREHEAT the oven to 200C/gas 6. 
Make an incision in the top of each 
chestnut with a small sharp knife 
and place them on a baking tray. 
Bake in the oven for about 20 min¬ 
utes, then remove and leave to 
cool. 

Meanwhile for the sauce, put the 
cranberries, sugar and cinnamon 
stick into a heavy-based saucepan 
with the orange juice. Stir over a 
low heat until the sugar has dis¬ 
solved, then simmer gently for 
about 20-25 minutes until the 
cranberries have softened. Discard 
the cinnamon. Taste the sauce for 
sweetness and add a little more 
sugar if necessary. Leave to cool. 

Peel the chestnuts, removing as 
much of the brown skin as you 
possibly can. Place the nuts on a 
foil-lined baking tray and dust with 
the icing sugar. Bake in the oven 
for about 20 minutes, turning the 
chestnuts evey so often. Remove 
and set aside to cool. 


Whip the cream and caster sugar 
together in a bowl until very thick, 
using an electric whisk if you wish. 

To assemble, break the meringue 
into pieces and fold into the cream 
with about two-thirds of the cold 
cranberry sauce and two-thirds of 
the chestnuts. Pile onto the centre of 
individual serving plates. Scatter the 
remaining chestnuts on top and 
spoon the rest of the cranberry 
sauce over it. Serve at once. 



Here's your chance to WIN a superb lunch 
or dinner for two at either of Mark Hix's 
latest restaurants, 

Hixter Bankside or Hixter City. 



?XT- 


Hixjer 

rfe 


Simply correctly answer the following question and email it to 
competitions@londonweeklynews.co.uk by Thursday, Decern- | 
ber 18th. 

Q - WHAT IS A PESCETARIAN? 

1. Someone who only eats peas. 

2. Someone who only eats pests. 

3. A vegetarian who also eats fish. 


Normal competition rules apply. 
The winner will be 
notified by email after the 
closing date of 
December 18th 2014 


... and it’s a Very Berry Christmas to you all! 



Mary Berry, queen of baking, explains how her Christmas is all about family and food 


THERE’S been a distinct lack of Mary Berry on 
our TV screens since this year’s season of The 
Great British Bake Off ended, but thankfully the 
expert baker will soon be back with a Christmas 
special of everyone’s favourite cake-based TV 
show. 

This winter, she is also entertaining and educating the 
nation at The BBC Good Food shows; live events where 
Berry will doing cooking demonstrations and sharing 
her advice on how to make preparing Christmas dinner 
a stress-free experience. 

“The BBC Good Food shows have something for every¬ 
body, they are family days and we get quite a few schools 
coming down on a weekday... 

It is lovely to see so many young people enjoying 
baking and I think maybe the Bake Off has inspired 
them, I really like that,” says Mary. “It’s also a great day 
out and there’s lots to do - and eat! If you want to take a 


picnic, you can, but generally people want to try the new 
foods on offer so there are lots of tasty samples and good 
restaurants! People seem to come to see everything that’s 
new and to watch the experts cooking, to inspire them to 
be perhaps a little more adventurous with their own cook¬ 
ing.” 

Mary herself will be demonstrating main meals, instead 
of cakes, for a change, at the next BBC Good Food Show, 
with her TV co-host Paul Hollywood. “We’ll be cooking 
really good family food together and encouraging people 
to come and enjoy cooking,” she says with a smile. “Be¬ 
cause of these shows, Paul and I are working together all 
the time now, which is lovely.” 

Eschewing glace cherries and icing sugar for a 
change, Mary and Paul will be teaching people how 
to prepare some simple, straightforward festive dishes. 
“I’ve got a lovely dish to serve around Christmas time; 
it is an all in one dish so you don’t get too much washing 


up, it’s chicken with spinach and mushrooms with a 
lovely cheese topping. And then I’ll be doing an instant 
quick lemon posset in a glass so you can do that the day 
before and with no gelatine - it’s very easy to do.” 

Meanwhile, when Berry isn’t in front of a TV cam¬ 
era, she’ll be preparing “classic mince pies and a 
fairly light Christmas cake” in time for the festive season. 
It’s always a traditional family Christmas for Mary and 
her brood, who all live within 40 minutes of each other 
in Buckinghamshire. “We’ll either have everybody to us 
or we’ll be going to one of my children’s houses, but I’ll 
be helping with the cooking wherever I go,” she says. 

“I’ve got my own favourite Christmas recipes; I make 
a lovely cranberry sauce where I use raw cranberries and 
just blitz them with oranges, that is a good one,” says 
Mary. “Also, in our house, it’s always turkey, I love 
turkey cooked to perfection and all the trimmings that go 
with it. It’s a very classic Christmas!” 
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LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


from the schools 


Westminster City School’s cadets 
are privileged to meet Prince Harry 


W ESTMINSTER City 
School fell silent for two 
minutes on November 
11th to remember those who have 
died in service of our country, in par¬ 
ticular the many old boys of the 
school who fell in the Great War. 

Headmaster James Wilson said: 
“Year 10 have been researching the 
old boys who served in WWI and 
have produced an informative dis¬ 
play for the history department 
which tells some of these amazing 
stories. 

“Our Army Cadets were invited to 
attend the opening of the Field of Re¬ 
membrance at Westminster Abbey 


and were privileged to meet Prince 
Harry. They also attended the Re¬ 
membrance Service at Westminster 
Abbey including a special service for 
the Queen’s Westminster Rifles. 

“The Poppy Appeal was set up to 
help those returning from the First 
World War. The poppy is a powerful 
symbol. It is worn to commemorate 
the sacrifices of our Armed Forces 
and to show support to those still 
serving today and their loved ones. 

“Pupils sold poppies to raise money 
for the Poppy Appeal. Last year we 
raised over £200 for this worthy 
cause.” 




■ PRINCE Harry shakes hands with Seema Solani, Deputy Headteacher of Westminster City School and a number of the Army Cadets at the opening of the Field of Remembrance 


Comprehensive School of the Year 


LONDON WIDE 


Mayor sets benchmark for schools 


THE Cardinal Vaughan Memo¬ 
rial RC School in Addison Road 
W14 is celebrating after being 
named Comprehensive School of 
the Year, for the second year in a 
row. 

Ranked first place in the pres¬ 
tigious Sunday Times Parent 
Power Guide, Cardinal 
Vaughan’s impressive results at 
both GCSE and A-Level are the 


AS part of the Sixth Form Enrich¬ 
ment Day at Quinton Kynaston 
School, in Marlborough Hill NW8, 
Year 12 students participated in the 
QK Articulation Prize heat. 

All students spent the morning re¬ 
searching their ideas on art and ar¬ 
chitecture, preparing PowerPoints 
and speeches, and then delivered 
presentations. 

Joanna Charafeddine-Akar dis¬ 
cussed Picasso's Les Meninas. Mo¬ 
hammed Osman compared Tom 
Hunter and his photographs of 
Hackney with Vermeer. Serna 
Abbas persuaded the judges to ad¬ 
mire Banksy. Sonia Khawar tackled 
the work of Dorothea Lange. Ola 
Mohamed championed the body art 
of Gesine Marwedel. Sara 
Benchraa analysed Turner's 'The 


highest they’ve been in the 
school’s 100-year history, with 10 
pupils obtaining a place at 
Oxbridge each year. 

Headmaster Paul Stubbings 
said: “Obviously, I’m delighted 
and especially pleased that the 
efforts of our wonderful staff and 
pupils have been so spectacularly 
rewarded.” 


Slave Ship'. Sara Harb addressed 
the issues around Tom Piper's Pop¬ 
pies at the Tower. Iman Rasul de¬ 
scribed the frescoes of Pozzo. 

The school was fortunate to have 
an experienced judging panel in 
Robin Richmond, artist and histo¬ 
rian, Tony Richardson (Financial 
Times), Kim Catcheside (Radio 4 
and Champollion) and Dr Emily 
Grossman (scientist and BBC pre¬ 
senter). 

All were impressed by the intelli¬ 
gence, enthusiasm and potential of 
the QK students. Third prize was 
awarded to Ola Mohamed, second 
to Sara Harb, and Serna Abbas won 
first prize. Serna will go on to rep¬ 
resent the school at the Saatchi 
Gallery in London on January 12th. 


WITH London schools continuing to per¬ 
form well when compared to the rest of 
the country, the Mayor Boris Johnson is 
backing city wide efforts to raise standards 
even further. 

This week sees the publication of the 
second annual London Education Report, 
which provides an overview of how the 
capital's schools are performing. 

According to Ofsted data there are pro¬ 
portionally more outstanding schools in 
London than in any other region. Eighty- 
six per cent of London's schools are rated 
good or outstanding, with only 371 
schools in the capital requiring improve¬ 
ment. 

The performance of London's children 
in key stage 2 literacy tests has improved 
by six per cent since 2010, with 88 per 
cent achieving level 4 or above. This is the 
same rate of improvement as England, al¬ 
though the national rate is now 86 per 
cent. Sixty-five per cent of London stu¬ 
dents achieved five A*-C at GCSE includ¬ 
ing English and Maths in 2013, compared 
with a national average of 59 per cent. 

The number of young people not in ed¬ 
ucation, employment or training (NEET) 
has also halved between 2006 and 2014. 

There are areas where improvement is 
still needed however, for example, in 2013 


only 15 per cent of disadvantaged children 
in London achieved level 5 or above at 
key stage 2, compared with 28 per cent of 
others. 

Although in 17+ education London does 
relatively well in national terms - 86 per 
cent of young people are staying on for 
some form or education or training - the 
drop out level from level 3 programmes 
across London is high at 39 per cent. 

The Mayor of London Boris Johnson 
said: 'Congratulations to London schools 
for their continuing achievements and in 
particular for the hard work of pupils and 
teaching staff. You can take enormous 
pride in equipping young Londoners with 
the vital knowledge and skills that are de¬ 
manded by employers and top universi¬ 
ties. But there is more to be done. 

“There are still too many young people 
falling behind, particularly from deprived 
backgrounds. We also need to do more to 
ensure all London schoolchildren are per¬ 
forming strongly in STEM subjects and 
languages, so that we can compete against 
the highest achieving educational systems 
internationally.” 

The last year has seen the implementa¬ 
tion of a number of important initiatives 
to improve London's schooling following 
recommendations that came out of the 


Mayor's Education Inquiry (2011-2012). 
They include investing in the £24 million 
London Schools Excellence Fund, as well 
as the Gold Club, which both aim to raise 
standards in teaching and subject knowl¬ 
edge. 

The London Curriculum, designed to 
complement the national curriculum, sup¬ 
ports teachers to maximise the potential of 
the capital's cultural institutions, heritage 
sites and other assets to help bring to life 
academic learning for pupils key stage 3. 
The first resources to be published fo¬ 
cused on English, history, music, arts and 
geography and are set to be followed by 
resources focusing on STEM subjects 
next summer. 

This week, the Mayor launches a new 
scheme called the London Music Pledge, 
which aims to boost music teaching in all 
the capital's schools. 

The Mayor has also freed up public land 
to support the opening of 11 schools, 
which will provide places for around 
7,300 pupils. 

• To download the London Annual Educa¬ 
tion Report 2014 go to http://data.lon- 
don.gov.uk/dataset/london-annual-educati 
on-report. 


Enrichment day at Quinton Kynaston 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC • THEATRE ★ PUBS 




■ LOOKING FABULOUS: 
Jerry Hall in her Wicked 
Queen costume which she 
will be wearing in the Snow 
White panto at Richmond. 

Photo by Bettina 
Strenske/LN P/REX 



Featuring 


FAMILY TICKET ONLY £100 

/t tickets, must include at least 1 ch,ld 


26 Nov - 4 Jan 


Peacock Theatre 


SADLER'S WELLS IN THE WEST END 


0844 412 4322 ■©■ Holborn & Temple 

www.sadlerswells.com 


Sadler s Wells presents 

The Birmingham Repertory Theatre 

production of 




The live stage show 




based on Raymond Briggs 
The Snowman 


"Sifter theatrical 


Music and lyrics 
by Howard Blake 


Jerry playing 
Wicked Queen 
in pantomime 

OH NO SHE ISN’T? Oh yes she is! By Geoff Baker 

Jerry Hall is proving herself to be 

dame for a laugh by playing in panto older woman. When the American Film Institute drew 
.i ■ up its definitive list of The 50 Best Movie Villains Of 

UllS year. All Time, the Wicked Queen was ranked 10 th overall 

Panto? Mick Jagger’s ex-missus? It’s only rock ‘n a nd the No 1 animated villain. When Disney itself 
roll but look behind you? What’s next, Keith Richards conducted a survey of the greatest Disney villains, she 
doing a turn as Buttons? was no t only ranked in top place but also won three 

But before you scoff, canny Jerry has landed herself Q f t h e five categories, including the most fashionable 
the coolest role of the year - and she looks fantastic villain. 

m lt: - And this is why Jerry’s canny, for right now it is 

Pantomine has suddenly got hip. Once the preserve hugely fashionable to play a super-glam fairytale 
of minor stars of fading BBC sit-coms, panto has now bitch _ on stage and on the screen. Charlize Theron 
become the chic thing to do - coolsters like Lily Allen, W as a killer queen when she played the world’s worst 
Ray Winstone and Harry Enfield have done it with sur- step-mother in Snow White And The Huntsman, Julia 
prise guest appearances at Portabello Panto, Mrs Elvis Roberts was gorgeously-evil in the part in Mirror Mir- 
Presley, no less, Priscilla, wife of the legend, is playing ror , an( j when another re-working of another fairytale, 
in Snow White up in Manchester and now Jerry is to Angelina Jolie’s Maleficent, well and truly proves it’s 
top the lot by playing the Wicked Queen in Snow t h e year of the cat by taking £504,000,000 at the box 
White and the Seven Dwarfs at the Richmond Theatre, office since May, what can a girl do but say mirror, 
from December 5th to January 11th mirror, bring it on. 

‘And I can’t wait to make fun of myself and hear the Very exciting 

children boo at me,’ says the mother whose four — ‘it’s very exciting, I’ve never done panto before,’ 
Elizabeth Scarlett, James, Georgia May and Gabriel - sa y S Jerry. ‘But it was always a very big tradition with 
are the hippest family in town. Q ur family, Mick and I took the children every year 

The kids may boo, but theatre buffs in the know are to see jh e Richmond panto.’ 
predicting massive cheers instead for Jerry as the most ‘ We are thrilled that Jerry has chosen her local the- 
fabulous costume in theatreland and those so-long legs atre to ma k e her panto debut,’ says Richmond The- 
are going to make this Wicked Queen the No.l idol of atre ’s general manager Kate Wrightson. 
all of the other queens of West London. I be t, not least as this is now widely-tipped as the 

‘The Wicked Queen is the part,’ said feminist aca- hottest ticket in town and all of the star’s many fa- 
demic Camille Paglia, here s this witch queen who m ous friends are expected to flock to the theatre to 
has weird dialogue with a mirror and doesn’t have to hear her get hissed. 

be charitable or nice. She is fabulous - the tempera- W h 0 ’ s the fabbest one of all? Look in the mirror, 
mental diva bitch.’ Jerry. 

Everybody loves the evil stepmother who is obsessed 

with keeping her looks, partly because she s so glam- Snow White And The Seven Dwarfs. Richmond The- 
orous, partly because she’s so camp, but also because atre> Dec 5 _ Jan 77 . Tickets £10-£52.50. 
of the whole new thing about the sexual power of the atgtickets.com. 0844 871 7651. 

Raunchy comedy at Maxilla Hall 

AFTER six years of touring her raunchy and ac¬ 
claimed one-woman comedy drama from New York to 
Adelaide, Sophie Gatacre brings it home to W10 when 
‘Samantha’s Hotline’ runs at the Maxilla Hall Social 
Club on December 18. 

Hailed by The Spectator as “a work of genius” and 
“a world class performance” by New York Today, 

‘Samantha’s Hotline’ is the timely tale of what hap¬ 
pens to a posh Chelsea girl when her husband leaves 
her and she is forced to make ends meet and provide 
for her son by turning to sell telephone sex. 

The 90-minute production provides an acute but hi¬ 
larious comment on the consequences of the recession 
as Samantha goes through ‘wild journeys’ of charac¬ 
ter change with her fantasising clients, including role- 
playing a nun, whilst battling with an increasing 
addiction to the bottle. 

Despite the grim-sounding plot, ‘Samantha’s Hot¬ 
line’ was hailed at the Adelaide Fringe Festival as 
‘comparable to Jennifer Saunders and Joanna Lum- 
ley in Absolutely Fabulous, Gatacre brings every emo¬ 
tion to the performance and the multiple roles in her 
play.’ 

Samantha’s Hotline, 7.30 pm, December 18, Maxilla 
Hall Social Club, Maxilla Walk, W10. Tickets £12. 
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■ POP star Rihanna wears them at the most posh occasions 

Photo by Matt Baron/BEI/REX 


Stockings are back in vogue 
...but without the store riots! 


T HEY are 75-years-old next 

week but sexier and more pop¬ 
ular with Londoners than ever. 
Nylon stockings mark their big 
birthday on December 12 th , the day in 
1939 when DuPont went into mass 
production of the new invention 
which sales reps reckoned ‘might 
catch on’. 

Encouraging response to limited test 
marketing in Delaware persuaded 
DuPont to go to full production but 
not expecting the fever that followed 
- when stockings first went on sale in 
New York, 786,000 pairs sold in one 
day. In Pittsburgh, where 40,000 
women queued for 13,000 pairs on 
sale, punches were thrown and hair 
was pulled as women trashed a store 


as they fought for pairs in what be¬ 
came known as ‘the Nylon Riots’. 

These days shopping at Selfridge’s 
for Bluebella stockings is much more 
genteel, and new research shows al¬ 
though tights took over for a long 
time since the Sixties, now London 
women are turning to stockings in 
great numbers again. 

Big uplift 

‘There’s been a big uplift in sales as 
part of the 50 Shades Effect and sales 
of our 50 Shades line are going fabu¬ 
lously,’ said Bluebella’s founder 
Emily Bendell. 

‘The book encouraged women 
everywhere to be a little more daring. 
Hold-ups are really popular now, the 
most popular being the elegant deep- 


lace hold-up. In our fashion collec¬ 
tions, the fun and frivolous bow-top 
stockings are very popular too.’ 

A survey of Londoners by Bluebella 
has revealed that the average woman 
buys five sets of lingerie each year, 
spending around £200, and 84 per 
cent of women polled admitted that 
they have a special ‘seduction set.’ 

However, not all women are fans of 
the seemingly-complex process of 
dressing in stockings - 54 per cent of 
those polled by Bluebella said they 
found them ‘a faff’ to put on and 
wear. 

More surprisingly was the survey’s 
finding that 22 per cent of men said 
they did not like women in stockings. 


Riverdance returns to the Appollo 


IT WAS only meant to last for seven minutes, 
but it has run for 20 years. 

The most successful dance act of modern 
times, Riverdance, returns to London for a 
brief anniversary run next week. 

It was 20 years ago when Riverdance was 
booked to just fill the seven-minute interval 
while judges at the Eurovision Song Contest 
in Dublin deliberated on who should win the 
1994 event. 

Whoever did win has become irrelevant 
because it was the interval-filler that became 
the triumph of the night, receiving a thun¬ 
derous standing ovation which has pretty 


much continued ever since. The music got 
to Nol in the charts, the video did the same 
and stayed in its charts for seven months, 
Riverdance stormed America and every¬ 
where else and by the time of its 400th per¬ 
formance just two years after'that interval'it 
had been enjoyed by 1.3 million people. 

The last time Riverdance played at its Lon¬ 
don home of The Apollo, it ran for three and 
a half months. This time, it's back for only 
three days. If you haven't seen it, go - it is a 
legend. 

Riverdance, Hammersmith Apollo Dec 10-13. 
Tickets from £34. 






care 




transforming lives 

COULD YOU FOSTER? 


We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 
children's lives 

•You don't have to be married 
■You don't need to be employed 
•You don't need a big house 
'You do need a spare room and 
space in your life to help a 
vulnerable child to achieve. 


As a Chrysalis Care Foster Carer 
you will receive: 

■24 hour professional support 
■ Excellent remuneration 
■Job satisfaction 
■Comprehensive training 
■Access to a range of children's 
services 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a home to teenagers, 
a parent and child, children with disabilities and carers interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out 
more about us, please contact us on: 020 8298 2800 
or via our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 



BIG BARGAIN HOUSEHOLD 
SALE at SW19, all as new, 
small furniture, various kitchen 
ite,s, dishes, various sizes of 
see-through storage containers, 
rubbish bins, small electrical 
appliances, DVDs, CDs laser 
printer, handbags, rucksacks, 
sleeping bags, BBQ, garden 
furniture and much more. 07746 
394 802 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT all 

£39.00. 14 metre kinkfree hose 
pipe (yellow), seed spreader; 
bag polystyrene beads, Black & 
Decker Hedge Cutter; small red 
woollen carpet, 5 litre fuel can, 
2 small candle holder stacks. 
Bargains buyer takes all. 020 
8850 8956 

1 PORTABLE GAS HEATER& 
BOTTLE 10kg, £20, 1 top glass 
dining table £3, 1 Bailey leather 
effect/jumbo cord, right hand 
sofa £80, 1 Pro Fitness folding 
magnetic exercise bike £30. All 
good condition. 020 8664 6628 
/ 07895 345 163 

FILING CABINET metal, 4 
drawers £15 ono. MINI PIE- 
MAKER, electric, tabletop with 
plug, recipe book, stands on 4ft 
on counter unused, still in box 
£16 ono. 020 8769 0597 

LARGE COLLECTION OF 
OVER 200 LP RECORDS mid¬ 
dle of the road genre incl. C8W, 
Opera, Latin America etc., 
offers to Call 020 8304 9180 - 
Bexleyheath 


SINK all white, currently used 
for storing plants £30 ono. Cat 
scratching post, 12" high with 
playball on firm stand £10. Tel: 
020 8769 0597 



MEN'S MOUNTAIN BIKE 26" 

wheels, 18 gears, very good 
condition £60 ono. Tel: 020 
8330 2792 



COMPLETE WORKS OF 
AGATHA CHRISTIE in 24 

books, red covers, gold letter¬ 
ing, as new, can deliver £30. 
Cash to charity. 020 8698 0357 



DYSON VACUUM CLEANER 

bagless £35, all cleaned out, 
now like new. Demonstrated 
working £35. 020 8692 8449 
possible to arrange delivery. 



PORTLAND ELECTRIC FIRE 

floor standing model 830, 2000 
watts working in good condition 
£10 and 10 meters heavy duty 
extension cable for 4 sockets, 
white and in good condition 
£15. 020 7733 1836 & 97877 
818 162 



LADIES BLACK EVENING 
WEAR BOLERO STYLE JACK¬ 
ET 3/4 length sleeves, size 10, 
brand new £25. (cost more). A 
glamorous jacket for any occa¬ 
sion and crease resistant. Tel: 
020 8682 0771. 

LADIES THREE QUARTER 
LENGTH LEATHER COAT with 
hood, size 16-18, almost new 
condition £50 ono. Buyer col¬ 
lects, ideal for Christmas pres¬ 
ent. 07956 223 576 

MEN'S LEATHER BLAUSON 
STYLE JACKET 3 XL £50 ono. 
Ideal Christmas Present. 07956 
223 576 

LADIES STYLISH BOLERO 
CASHMERE JACKET with 
black silk lining, long sleeves, 
new condition, stylish and 
smart, autumn gold odour £15. 
Tel: 020 8682 0771. 

MEN'S MAROON JUMPER 

zip up collar, brand new, size 
large, ideal Xmas present, 
(chunky style) £10.00. Tel: 020 
8682 0771 

LADIES RED VELVET BAG 

with gold crest pattern on front 
with strap, intertwined with red 
& gold, new. £8.00. Tel: 020 
8682 0771. 

LADIES ELABORATE HAIR 
FACINATOR cinnamon colour 
feather with fabulous deign, 
brown clasp, brand new £15. 
tel: 020 8682 0771 

MARKS & SPENCERS DARK 
GREY SUIT chest 42-44, waist 
38 Leg 30, exc cond. £10. Tel. 
020 8853 2899 



FREE STANDING MAHOGANY 
FRAME electric fire, coal effect 
with 2 heat settings, excellent 
condition £20. 020 8854 6037 

BIG BARGAIN HOUSEHOLD 
SALE at SW19, all as new, 
small furniture, various kitchen 
ite,s, dishes, various sizes of 
see-through storage containers, 
rubbish bins, small electrical 
appliances, DVDs, CDs laser 
printer, handbags, rucksacks, 
sleeping bags, BBQ, garden 
furniture and much more. 07746 
394 802 


ELECTROLUX UNDER WORK¬ 
TOP FREEZER one year old in 
nearly, new condition, colour 
white £60 ovno. Buyer collects. 
07956 223 576 

DOUBLE HOT PLATE new, still 
in box. £15. Tel. 020 8858 7569 


TALL UNIT 5 shelves, open 
front unit, white canvas, on 
wheels to move between room 
to room, ideal for children,toys, 
students £18 ono. Dining Table, 
dark brown, extends to large for 
family/student meals Tel. 020 
8769 0597 



TWO SEATER SOFA leather 
match chocolate brown £100. 
Matching manual recline arm¬ 
chair £50. Buyer collects. 020 
8317 3047 

2 MAHOGANY WARDROBES 

£50 each, 1 60's sideboard with 
bar £60. Buyer collects. 020 
8674 2103 



BIG BARGAIN HOUSEHOLD 
SALE at SW19, all as new, 
small furniture, various kitchen 
ite,s, dishes, various sizes of 
see-through storage containers, 
rubbish bins, small electrical 
appliances, DVDs, CDs laser 
printer, handbags, rucksacks, 
sleeping bags, BBQ, garden 
furniture and much more. 07746 
394 802 

FLYMO HOVER SUPERGLIDE 

360 electric mower, built-in 
grass box, Demonstrated work¬ 
ing, unwanted present £75. 
Expensive mower. Could 
arrange delivery.Tel: 020 8692 
8449. 



BIG BARGAIN HOUSEHOLD 
SALE at SW19, all as new, 
small furniture, various kitchen 
ite,s, dishes, various sizes of 
see-through storage containers, 
rubbish bins, small electrical 
appliances, DVDs, CDs laser 
printer, handbags, rucksacks, 
sleeping bags, BBQ, garden 
furniture and much more. 07746 
394 802 


Kitchen & 
Bathroom (4 
L Sale) ^ 


BIG BARGAIN HOUSEHOLD 
SALE at SW19, all as new, 
small furniture, various kitchen 
ite,s, dishes, various sizes of 
see-through storage containers, 
rubbish bins, small electrical 
appliances, DVDs, CDs laser 
printer, handbags, rucksacks, 
sleeping bags, BBQ, garden 
furniture and much more. 07746 
394 802 



CHILD'S CAR SEAT Maxi Cosi 
Priori, 9mths to 3 1/2 years, 
grey & black, vgc, £20. Croydon 
07765 128 886 



LADIES black leather loafer 
style shoes with gold buckle 
detail on front, brand new, size 
5, smart casual design £19. Tel: 
020 8682 0771 



CIRCULAR SAW electric, 
unwanted birthday present. 
£25, never used, could arrange 
delivery. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 

UNUSED KITCHEN BACK 
DOOR for double glazing glass 
inc. width 82cm, height 2m, 19. 
020 8674 0150 


Wanted 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PONK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 


WANTED 

Super 8 Cine 
Sound Films 

eg Musicals/Laurel & Hardy/ 
Horror etc 

Especially Derann Films 

Call 

01625 501 720 
07552 682 584 


SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 


LEGO windows, doors, wheels, 
axles, figures, bases, some 
bricks but mainly accessories. 
Shooters Hill, Woolwich area. 
Will collect. 020 8854 5172 



'k'k'k'k'fc'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

* AJ * 
I PLASTERING I 

* Reliable Service * 
*• No job too small i 

* Please call Alan * 

% 07597 663 838 J 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k&'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 



\ Ace Building & "j 
IDecorating Services! 

1 Handyman Services, I 

( Electrical, Plastering, i 
1 Gardening, Roofing 1 

| First Half Hour Service | 

| FREE for OAP | 

I 020 8393 6346 I 

L _Q7256_ 2 -22.J 


RECORDS WANTED FOR 
CASH! £££ 12" singles/LP 
Albums/7" singles (45's). Soul, 
Boogie, Disco, Funk, Reggae, 
Punk Indie Metal. Reggae, Ska, 
Rocksteady, Roots, Dub and 
Jamaican music.Large or small 
collections. £££Best Prices 
Paid! £££. Tel: 07788 209 990 



AFFORDABLE 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

Fully insured 
Family run business 

Kitchens & 
Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your 
building needs 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


Electrical Services 


0 7\ tfecnye Stec&Ucol 



• All Electrical Work Undertaken 

• Reliable & Friendly Service 

• Sockets • Lights • Certificates 

• Fuseboards • Cooker Connections 

0208-552-9942 / 0777-077-4096 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 


CAU 

020 8168 4920 


GAU 

020 8768 4920 


020 8768 4922 


929 8768 4922 



ECA I 2K 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 

020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 



We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


VALLEY FENCING FENCES, 
PATIOS, CONCRETING, 

DRIVE WAYS, SHED BASES. 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE & 
ROOFING 

QUALITY WORK AND FREE 

ESTIMATES 

PLEASE CALL US FOR 

FURTHER DETAILS 

0208 654 9659 

07939 628 999 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


House Clearance 



HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 


Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 

FIGHT 

FOR EVERY "Charges from mobiles may vary. 

HEARTBEAT © British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 

bhf.org.uk and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


Painting & Decorating 


FOR ALL YOUR 
DECORATING NEEDS 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK 
DECOR WITH PRIDE 
CLEAN and RELIABLE SERVICE 

CALL LES 

1 07956 853 978 

Iesfrancis59@gmail.com 

Over 15 yrs Experience 


Skip Hire / Rubbish Removal 

L_ J 


DISCOUNT 

RUBBISH 

REMOVALS 

Rubbish removal - Site clearance 


Cheap rates, Free Estimates, 
Will beat any written quote 


Cheaper than a skip!! 

fl Checkatrade ^ 

REGISTERED 


07939 005 661 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 



TIPPER 


Waste Disposal 
Rubbish Clearance 

All Areas Covered 
7 Days a Week 
We Will Beat 
Any Quote 
07534 322 318 

www.mr-tipper.com 
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Storage & Removals 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 
SERVICE 

Big or small 
we move it 

• 24 hour courier 

services 

• No distance a 

problem 
• Hourly rate 

• Day rate 

• Reliable 

• 20 years 
experience 

Please call 
Harry 

07473 
999 578 

Please quote paper 


MAN & VAN 

FULLY INSURED 


From £26 per hour From £50 per hour 

Single Item £35 within a 2 mile radius 

020 8659 7373 j MenSon 
07947 994 752 South London 

Email: info@storytotell.co.uk JSaii/ 
Visit: storytotell.co.uk Discount 

Minimum Booking - 2hrs 


MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 


www.megacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 


VAN & 2 MEN WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING ANYTIME. 07941 
072 332/0208 309 7223 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 
020 6766 4922 


Waste Clearance 


South London Property 
Maintenance 


editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk Thursday, December 4th 2014 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 



Rubbish Removal 
Garden Clearance 
Gutter Cleaning 


020 7183 2385 
07919 42 35 72 

southlondonpropertymaintenance.com 


CHILDREN 
OUT OF 
SCHOOL 

or educated at home 

Ring Mr Coles, 

St Brendans 

020 7738 2455 


12 MONTH LEASE 
SINGLE VEHICLE 
PARKING SPACE 

IN SECURE 
UNDERGROUND 
GARAGE 

65 OLD CHURCH 
STREET, CHELSEA 

020 7795 0805 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4928 

or 

020 8768 4922 


Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be 
deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling goods in the 
course of business either by content, format, size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / 
dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will 
NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or 
not the advertisement has already been accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents should there¬ 
fore check their advertisements and inform us of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of 
Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers shall have 
the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole 
debt in respect of accounts with terms of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank of England 
base rate for each month that the account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be reclaimed. Should 
Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable 
for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for the 
advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure the conti¬ 
nuity of these services, but some occasional technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associated 
companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the con¬ 
trol of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. Further infor¬ 
mation is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce 
such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, 
goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the adver¬ 
tisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the fact that a 
search has been made. We may need to share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will only use 
the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group Newspaper 
companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to you. 
The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for 
training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such advertisements. 


Educatien & Training 
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St Thomas the 
Apostle College 

6th Form Open Evening 
September 2015 Entry 


Thursday 4th December 5.30-7.00pm 


“Pastoral care is 
an outstanding 
feature of the 
school” 

Ofsted 


Year 11 student and parents are 
welcomed to our brand new 6th Form 
opening September 2015. Boys and 
girls interested in applying should 
attend to find details of all our 
A-levels on offer. 


►Top 1% Nationally for GCSE Maths 
►Top 3% Nationally for GCSE Science 

All students attending must be accompanied 
by a parent or responsible adult. 


w 




N e 


Please contact us by phone or email 
Tel:+44(0) 207 639 0106 

\<° V V<N 1^ C Email: enquiries@stac.southwark.sch.uk 

Hollydale Road, Nunhead, SE15 2EB. Nearest stations: Queens Road Peckham and Nunhead Rail 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

PREMISES 

LICENCES, 

FAMILY 



PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
PLEASE 
CALL 
020 8768 
4919 


m 
* 
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HGV Class 1 Driver wanted 

Restore Shred is a secure shredding 
company, part of Restore PLC. 

All applicants will need to hold a HGV Class 1 
licence to operate our HGV vehicles. 

We operate both on and off site shredding 
vehicles. The on site shredding service 
requires the driver to collect wheelie bins, 
security sacks and/or boxes of confidential 
paper and shred the material on site. The off 
site shredding service requires the driver to 
collect the same containers but bring the 
material back to our facility for secure 
destruction. 

Working hours are between 6am-4pm 
- 50 hours per week. 

Salary £30,000 

A reasonable amount of overtime will be 
available on a weekly basis 
21 days of holiday +bank holidays 
Monthly bonus system 

Important: Due to the nature of our business, 
a high level of security vetting will be carried 
out on successful applicants. 

Please contact Sebastian Hankiewicz on 
020 8316 8755 or Lynn Bradley on 
01869 238 521 for further information or 
to request an application form. 


Catering / Hotel / Bar 


PASTRY CHEF REQUIRED 

A successful Caribbean take away is expanding and 
opening a new store in the Forest Hill area for both 
takeaway and eat in. 

A pastry chef is required with experience in making 
Caribbean pastries such as patties, 
gizzarda and other traditional confectionery. 
Experience is essential. Both part time and full time 
role available. Salary is negotiable 
depending on experience. 

To register your interest please call 
KC Recruit: 0333 772 0327 


General 


PROPERTY MANAGER 
Competitive salary dependent on experience 

An opportunity has arisen for a Property Manager to 
cover a maternity contract for a minimum of 9 months. 
The ideal candidate must have experience in this field 
including maintenance, tenancy agreements, notices, 
deposit returns and disputes. 

They should have excellent organisational skills 
together with a good telephone manner. 
Professional Lettings qualifications would be preferred. 
Please contact Gemma Hinton on 
ghinton@winkworth.co.uk 
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Victory Primary 
School 

Premises Officer 


Spine points 13-20 (£18,918 - £21,969) 
32.5 hours per week (39 weeks per year) 
Permanent 

Closing date: 12.12.14 at 12.00 noon 

We are seeking to appoint an experienced 
Premises Officer to manage the upkeep of 
our school building, ensuring the school site 
is always well maintained, safe, clean 
and secure. 

If you think that you have a wide range of 
skills, a positive and caring attitude towards 
children and enjoy challenges, we would 
welcome your application! 

To request an application form, please email 
office@victory.southwark.sch.uk marked for 
the attention of Agatha Peters. 

Victory is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children. We are a 
safer recruitment school. 



Are you a brilliant 
Sales Person? 

Come and work for London’s 
Brand New Newspaper 

Media Sales Executive 

An opportunity has arisen in our new Penge office to join our 
busy sales team. We are looking for really exceptional 
individuals who can become part of our commercial division 
which we are currently expanding. The successful candidates 
will have many responsibilities in this varied sales role, giving 
priority to developing new business by cold calling and 
building relationships with prospective clients. To be successful 
in our business you need to have a flexible approach to work 
and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves when the 
going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is essential and we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to 
earn. A good command of the English language and good 
writing skills are most definitely a prerequisite, as are good 
listening skills and computer literacy. 


What is in it for you: 

Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure, 5 weeks holiday per 
annum, Pension Scheme (after qualifying period), Fully 
expensed company car, On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please email 
the South London Managing Director: karen@slp.co.uk with 
your current CV and the reasons why you match our 
requirements. 


Previous applicants need not apply. 

South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the 
Tindle Newspapers Ltd., a group of privately 
owned, independent, family newspapers. 
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www.dtroen.co.uk 

CITROEN prefers TOTAL 

THE SENSATIONAL DS 




DS 5 

FROM ONLY £389 WITH 

CONTRACT HIRE MONTHLY RENTAL* 


HIRE, LOWER - FROM THIS FANTASTIC LINE-UP 

Beautifully tailored details crafted from the finest materials. Effortlessly stylish 
designs from a timeless label. Discover for yourself why everyone's talking 
about DS. Call us today to arrange your test drive. 


DS 3 DS 4 

FROM ONLY £149 WITH FROM ONLY £199 WITH 

CONTRACT HIRE MONTHLY RENTAL* CONTRACT HIRE MONTHLY RENTAL* 


BELLAMYS LONDON LTD 
CALL US NOW ON 0208 857 0197 

2 BURNT ASH HILL, LEE, LONDON, SE12 OHL 

www.bellamys.dtroen.co.uk 




•Offers apply to qualifying new Citroen models ordered & delivered 01/10-31/12/14 for business users only, ex 
BlueHDi 180 EAT6 auto DSport & require an advance rental of £894,£1194 & £1167 followed by 23,23 & 35 
£299 per month & DS 5 Hybrid4 200 DSport from £489 per month on a 3 year agreement of 10,000 miles p< 
Contract Hire rental rates have been calculated with the appropriate manufacturer's support applied to the OTR 
available on request from Banque PSA Finance UK Branch trading as Citroen Contract Motoring, Quadrant Hou 


deluding National Fleet customers as defined by Citroen & exclude VAT. Contract Hire rer 
monthly rentals on a 2,2 & 3 year agreement of 10,000,10,000 & 10,000 miles per am 
er annum. Contract hire rental includes delivery to dealership, Citroen Roadside Assistant 
price. All rentals are subject to VAT at 20%. Citroen Contract Motoring reserve the right i 
jse, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. Offers & specification correct at time of going to pr 


; shown apply to the following models 
l. Model(s) shown DS 3 BlueHDi 120 
/ehicle Excise Duty & Government Firs 
mend any of the rentals quoted withoL 
from participating Dealers. Terms & c< 


espectively: DS 3 e-HDi 90 manual DStyle Plus,DS 4 i 
1 -speed manual DSport from £243.37 per month,DS r 
Registration Fee. Excess mileage charges may apply if 
: notice. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be 
nditions apply. Please ask us for details. Subject to sto 


CITROEn 


;-HDi 115 6-speed manual DStyle & DS 5 
l HDi 160 6-speed automatic DSport from 



Official Government fuel consumption figures (Range): Urban cycle, Extra urban, Combined (litres per lOOkm/mpg) <Sc C0 2 emissions (g/km); Highest:DS 4 THP 160 6-speed automatic DStyle 
10.6/26.6, 6/47.1, 7.7/36.7, 178. Lowest:DS 3 BlueHDi 120 6-speed manual Ultra Prestige 4.4/64.2, 3.2/88.3, 3.6/78.5, 94. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, 
intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



SPORT FOR ALL 

WOULD you like more publicity for your local 
sports club, organisation, college or school? 
Then get in touch with us here at LWN Sport 
with regular news updates, reports and photos 
(ideally, minimum 300 dpi resolution). 

Email Tony McDonald at 
sport @ londonweeklynews.co.uk 
Or call him on 07711 169 427. 

You can also follow us on Twitter @LWNSport 


Blues top agent 
fees list again 



High flying 
Hawks lead 

FULHAM Hawks 
Handball Club offer 
handball sessions to 
beginners and 
experienced player, 
both men and 
women, aged 16-plus. 

FHHC was formed in 
2012 by Get Set Go 
Sport after the London 


Olympics as a 
community sports 
project and has grown 
from strength to 
strength. They are an 
affiliated club with 
England Handball and 
compete in the 2014 
Men's Regional 
Development League. 

They are currently top 
of the London League, 
having won all four of 
their games this season. 



The club is based in 
EHWLC (West London 
College Hammersmith 
Campus) on Giddons 
Road at Baron Court, 
W14 9BL. 

The sessions are: 
Saturday - 11.00am to 
12.00pm (Women); 
Saturday - 12.00pm to 
2.00pm (Mixed); and 
Wednesday - 8.00pm to 
9.15pm. 

For further details, 
phone Jennifer on 
07830 323 839. 


W HO says money can’t buy 

happiness? Table-toppers Chelsea 
spent more on agents’ fees - 
£ 16 . 8 m - in the past year than any other 
Premier League club in their pursuit of quality 
players. 

PL clubs paid £115m to agents over a 12-month period that 
includes the two most recent transfer windows. The figure 
represents a leap from the £96m spent the previous year. 

For the second year in succession Chelsea spent the most 
(£16,771,328), followed by Liverpool (£14,308,444) and 
Manchester City (£12,811,946). Spurs were the only other 
club to break the eight-figure barrier, paying out £10,983,011, 
while Arsenal’s figure was relatively little at £4,293,407. 

The calamity of Fulham’s relegation from the top flight last 
season is compounded by the fact that The Cottagers shelled 
out £2,902,676 in agents’ fees - only £1.3m less than the 
Gunners, who finished fourth last May, qualified again for 
the Champions League and signed Alexis Sanchez and Danny 
Welbeck in the summer. 

Fulham spent more on agents than three clubs who 
managed to avoid the drop: Southampton, Aston Villa and 
Hull City. 

The figures relate to payments made between October 1, 
2013 and September 30, 2014 and include payments made 
by the clubs on behalf of players. 

Chelsea splashed out a combined £82m on summer signings 
Diego Costa, Cesc Fabregas, Didier Drogba, Loic Remy, 
Filipe Luis and Mario Pasalic (on loan to Spain La Liga club 
Elche) during this annual results period but early indications 
are that they have invested wisely and will reap dividends. 


■ IT was not all plain sailing for Chelsea 
in Germany last week. Just hours before 
Jose Mourinho’s men swept aside ex- 
Blues boss Roberto Di Matteo’s Schalke 
side, 5-0 in the Champions League, the 
Bundesliga club’s under-19s ended their 
Chelsea counterpart’s 100 per cent 
record in the UEFA Youth League with a 
2-0 win at the Stimberg Stadium. 

However, the young Blues still 
dominate their group after four previous 
emphatic victories: 4-1 at home to 
Schalke, 5-0 at Sporting Lisbon, 2-0 
against Maribor at home and a 7-0 
mauling of the same opponents in 
Slovenia. 

The final Group G game is against 
Sporting Lisbon at Cobham next 
Wednesday (Dec 10). 

■ CHELSEA Under-21s will begin their 
Premier League International Cup 
campaign against Germany’s Borussia 
Monchengladbach on Friday, December 
19 (7.00pm), with the venue to be 
confirmed. The young Blues will then 
face Norwich City on Tuesday, December 
23 (2.00 pm) at Aldershot Town FC, 
before completing the group stage at the 
same stadium against Porto of Portugal 
on January 14 (7.00pm). 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES...FOOTBALL FIXTURES...FOOTBALL FIXTURES...FOOTBALL FIXTURES...FOOTBALL 


Friday, December 5 

FULHAM v Watford (Sky Bet Championship), 7.45. 

Saturday, December 6 

Newcastle Utd v CHELSEA (Barclays Premier League), 
12.45pm. 

CHELSEA U18 v Leicester City U18, 12.00. 

Reading U18 v FULHAM U18, 11.00. 


Monday, December 8 

West Ham Utd U21 v FULHAM U21, 7.00pm. 

Wednesday, December 10 

CHELSEA U19 v Sporting Lisbon U21 (UEFA Youth League) 
at Cobham (no spectators admitted), 1.05pm. 

Crewe Alexandra v FULHAM U18 (FA Youth Cup 3R), 7.00. 


Running 5km is a piece of cake 


F ULHAM Running Club members continue to 
clock up personal milestones that mean they 
can have their cake and eat it. 

Following Bob Lynham's 100th parkrun two weeks 
earlier, they had two 50th parkruns to celebrate last week 
thanks to the efforts of Julia James and Leo Palazzuoli. 

Leo, from Winchendon Road, SW6, is a tax partner at 
PWC, while Julia is a teacher from Petley Road, W6. 

FRC secretary Charles Craven told LWN: "It is only 
recently that we have celebrated these landmark 
achievements but will continue to do so. The cake is a big 
incentive and becoming a parkrun tradition!" 

Parkrun started in Bushey Park 10 years ago and there 
are now over 300 of these 5km runs all over the country 
and more abroad. It is growing exponentially. 

Charles continued: "The Fulham Palace Parkrun is just 
over a year old and organised completely by volunteers. 
Leo did all his 50 runs in Fulham, so barely missed a week 
since our local one started. Julia ran some at Wimbledon, 
Richmond and Wormwood Scrubs (other local parkruns)." 

The popular Fulham Palace Parkrun regularly attracts 
over 200 runners to this free, timed, 5km run around 
Bishops Park. 

■ If you would enjoy running by the river, then why not 
join Fulham Running Club free. Members meet every 
Wednesday at 6.45pm at the corner of Bishops Park 
and Fulham FC's Craven Cottage ground. 



Fulham Running Club members take a breather. Top left: Julia James and Leo Palazzuoli get ready to cut the cake. 


Blue & White In Brief 

■ CHELSEA Under- 
18s fought back from 
two down to claim a 
point after second-half 
goals from Isaac 
Christie-Davies and the 
league's top scorer 
Tammy Abraham 
earned a 2-2 draw at 
Southampton last 
Friday. 

Abraham grabbed the 
equaliser - his 19th goa 
of the season - when he 
completed a brilliant 
move with an expert 
finish after Christie- 
Davies brought Blues 
back into it with a 
beautiful chip from 15 
yards that floated into 
the far corner. 

Goals from Olomola 
and Sims gave the hosts 
a 2-0 half-time lead 
against a youthful 
Chelsea side resting 
several of their more 
experienced players 
ahead of last Tuesday's 
(Dec 2) FA Youth Cup 
third round tie at 
Leeds United. 

The creditable draw 
keeps Chelsea top of 
their division, just 
ahead of Leicester City 
and Spurs on goal 
difference. 

Blues' free-scoring 
under-18s have scored 
41 goals so far this 
league season. No other 
South League team has 
more than 28. 

Chelsea: Collins, 
Wakefield, Grant, 
Suljic, T.Chalobah, 
Sammut, Ali, Christie- 
Davies, Muheim, 
Palmer, Bolkiah. 

■ FULHAM U18s 
suffered a 2-0 home 
defeat to Leicester City 
last Saturday. 

Fulham: Norman, 
Fossey (Sessegnon 67), 
Opoku, Smile, 
Elworthy, Adeniran 
(Thomas 75), Nabay, 
Buffonge (Thompson 
75), Shamsi, Walker, 
Humphrys. 


■ SEKO Fofana joined 
Fulham on a temporary 
deal from Manchester 
City just prior to the 
loan window shutting 
last week. 

The 19-year-old will 
remain at Fulham on a 
youth loan until 
January 31, 2015. 

A French youth 
international, Fofana 
arrived at The Etihad 
in 2013 from Lorient 
and went on to establish 
himself as a key 
member of Patrick 
Vieira’s Elite 
Development Squad, 
making 35 appearances 
in 2013-14. 

A box-to-box midfield 
player, he has 
continued to be a 
mainstay in the team 
this season. 
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Ruud awakening for Blues 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



R UUD Gullit believes his former 
club can learn valuable lessons 
from Saturday’s goalless draw at 
Sunderland - the first time Chelsea had 
failed to score in 20 matches this season. 

They were unable to break down a resolute 
Sunderland defence, well organised by Black Cats 
manager and ex-Chelsea star Guy Poyet, who 
deserved plaudits for winning the tactical battle. 

As Gullit, who made Blues one of the most talked 
about teams in Europe as a player and then player- 
manager between 1995-98, pointed out: “Chelsea will 
have to face this situation more and more against so- 
called lower teams and they have to find solutions. It’s 
a good thing that this has happened now because they 
will analyse it and see what more needs to be done.” 

The Dutchman, who guided the club to its first 
trophy success in 26 years when he lifted the FA Cup 
in 1997, was not being a 'clever clogs' in his post¬ 
match analysis of what went wrong for Blues in the 
North-East. He pinpointed the problem area when he 
told Sky Sports viewers: “They have to be 
disappointed about their own performance, especially 
tactically. They played the whole game inside and that 
was exactly what Sunderland wanted them to do. It 
was easy for Sunderland and the fault of Chelsea. 


F ULHAM showed their fighting spirit as 
second-half goals by Hugo Rodallega 
and Lassen Vigen Christensen clinched 
a late 2-1 victory at Brighton on Saturday. 

"It was a fairly even game but it was there for 
the taking and we did that,"said manager Kit 
Symons. "We showed real character to come 
from a goal behind. We had to weather an early 
storm, we didn't start particularly well but we 
stayed in the game. 

"I had words to the whole team about what 
we needed to do better at half-time. We needed 
to move the ball quicker and be a bit brighter in 
some of our play. We were certainly better in the 
second-half. We created a fair few chances and I 
was delighted with the win." 

Cheered on by 3,000 travelling fans, the 
visitors trailed to Darren Bent's 52nd-minute 
strike but hit back when Christensen teed up 
Rodallega for a fine finish, before the Danish 
youngster stuck out a leg to divert Bryan Ruiz's 
mishit shot past former Fulham keeper David 
Stockdale 13 minutes from the end. 

"I'm definitely claiming it!" Christensen told 
Fulham's official website. "Not that I intended to 
put it in the corner but I tried to get something 


• By LWN reporter Tony McDonald 

sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

“It's a great compliment to Sunderland but, tactically, 
it wasn't clever what Chelsea did. They had low pace, 
no width at all and only six shots on target, which is 
not normal for them. 

“If there are all these people inside, there is no space 
and they had to shoot from long distance. If it's not 
working, then try something different, but Chelsea 
didn't do that. 

“Just because you have a lot of possession, it doesn't 
mean that you earn victory. You need to create chances 
but Chelsea didn't create any.” 

Willian came closest to scoring for the visitors but 
his fizzing, low shot from outside the box rebounded 
from the base of the post, although Sunderland grazed 
Thibaut Courtois' crossbar from Vergini's rising close- 
range effort. 

Eden Hazard has been the best dribbler in the 
Premier League this season but at Sunderland he kept 
running down blind alleys, into a red and white brick 
wall. And he didn't dribble nearly often enough, 
usually opting to play a simple square pass instead of 
running at the heart of the home defence and inviting 
fouls in dangerous areas. 


on it. I think Bryan shanked his shot a bit and I 
just stretched out a leg to try and get 
something on it and straight away I thought it 
would go somewhere good." 

It was the perfect riposte to Bent. The former 
England striker joined the Seagulls on loan from 
Aston Villa last week and made an immediate 
impact at the Amex Stadium with the opening 
goal early in the second half, although keeper 
Marcus Bettinelli - who had made some fine 
saves - would have been disappointed to see 
the ball slip through his legs. 

Bent then irked Fulham fans by'cupping'his 
ears to them as part of his goal celebration ... 
before Rodallega had a diplomatic word with 
him! It was a bit cheeky of Bent to taunt. Fie 
scored just six goals in 30 games while on loan 
as Whites were relegated last season. 

Rodallega - or ’Godallega’ as he is now known 
in these parts - had a busy weekend re¬ 
tweeting endless social media messages of 
congratulations from Fulham fans quick to 
praise the Colombia for his fifth goal in six 
games and eighth of the season. In truth, he 
could have had a hat-trick but the winner was a 
class finish, clipped into the top corner of the 


Defending for most of 
the first half, Sunderland 
strung six players across 
the last third of the pitch 
and Chelsea found no way 
to penetrate. On one of the 
few occasions that their 
full-backs ventured deep 
into home territory, 

Branislav Ivanovic was 
unlucky to see his shot deflect off keeper Pantilimon's 
calf and loop onto the roof of the net. 

In praising Sunderland's rearguard action, Mourinho 
was probably attempting to deflect attention away 
from his team's lack of imagination and movement in 
forward areas. 

The fact is, Chelsea lacked inspiration, creativity and 
offered little width, especially in the second period as 
Sunderland grew in confidence. In fact, this could 
have ended much worse for Blues, for it was 
Sunderland who created the two best chances and 
should have snatched all three points had Adam 
Johnston not wastefully scuffed his shot wide from 12 
yards in an attempted late smash and grab raid. 

A fifth PL yellow card of the season ruled Diego 
Costa out of last night's (Dec 3) home league clash 
with Tottenham but the Spanish striker could easily 


in the ear 

net from 12 yards. 

Symons gave first team debuts to two 
youngsters. Jack Grimmer, 20, who was recently 
recalled from his loan spell at Shrewsbury Town, 
took over from Elsad Zverotic at right-back, 
while 19-year-old Manchester City loanee Seko 
Fofana replaced Emerson Flyndman in central 
midfield just after the hour mark. 

Victory at Brighton saw Whites climb up to 
16th place in the Championship table, nine 
points off the play-off places. Next up is a home 
date with Watford this Friday night (Dec 5) in 
front of the Sky Sports cameras. 

"We've got our foot on the accelerator now 
and I just want to keep on trying to improve 
every week," continued Symons. "It's going in 
the right direction and I'm very pleased with the 
response I've had from the players, staff and 
fans. It's been brilliant and I couldn't have asked 
for more. 

"We've got one eye over our shoulders. I 
wouldn't get blase about it, as you can very 
easily get sucked back into a real scrap in this 
league. I'm fully aware of that and I'm under no 
illusions that it will be tough to climb our way 
up the table but I also know it's very achievable." 


have been shown a red card on two occasions, which 
would have led to a three-match suspension. He was 
initially fortunate to escape a card when he kicked out 
after a bruising halfway line challenge from John 
O'Shea - who no doubt helped Costa’s cause by 
making nothing of it - and then for sending his flailing 
right arm into the face of Wes Brown as they contested 
a high ball. 

“Costa was lucky not to be sent off, he got away with 
it,” said Gullit. 

“You could see the frustration in him. And the 
frustration comes because everyone was playing in the 
middle of the park, so he had no room and no shots at 
goal because everyone was around him - he had 
nowhere else to go. Sometimes I saw him going into 
wide areas because he couldn't play.” 

Fearing his leading scorer was teetering on the brink 
of self-implosion, Mourinho removed Costa with 15 
minutes to play, sending on both Didier Drogba and 
Loic Remy, followed by Andre Schurrle, in a vain 
attempt to claim all the points. It would have been very 
harsh on Poyet’s team of warriors if they had. 

Gullit - surprisingly sacked by Ken Bates in 
February 1998 even though Blues were second in the 
Premier League at the time - still believes Mourinho's 
side will go on to win the league. He also reckons the 
rare shut-out at Sunderland could prove a blessing in 
disguise for the table-toppers. 

“When you are a powerhouse team and want to win 
the league, this is what you are going to get. When you 
win all the time, people are going to close you down 
and it’s your obligation to find solutions to that. We 
saw a lot of examples of how Chelsea played through 
the middle all the time and when you play against a 
team who defended as well as Sunderland did, you 
can't play through the middle. 

“Occasionally you are going to get away with it but 
when you become tired, as Chelsea did at Sunderland, 
you will get stuck. So have width, get the passing 
going and then you will create chances.” 

It was not as if Chelsea were in the dark about what 
could lay in store for them at the Stadium of Light. 
Poyet was bidding to become the first manager to 
inflict three successive defeats on Mourinho. 
Sunderland were 2-1 winners in the Capital One Cup 
quarter-final last December and repeated the scoreline 
in west London as Mourinho’s 77-match unbeaten run 
at Stamford Bridge came to an end in April. 

It was Gullit who signed former midfielder Poyet for 
Chelsea on a free transfer from Spain's Real Zaragoza 
in the summer of 1997. 

Not that Blues’ fans will lose much sleep over the 
latest result against Sunderland. Their team is still 
unbeaten at the top of the PL and last week cruised 
through to the knockout stages of the Champions 
League with an emphatic 5-0 slaughter of Schalke in 
Germany. This Saturday they visit Newcastle United 
for the televised lunch-time game. 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


Cheeky Bent gets it 


What Chelsea and Fulham paid agents - page 27 
















